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SECTION 1

The Human Condition

The human condition – from what do I need to be saved?



We are all members of the human race, living in human bodies and experiencing the world as human beings. However, this common ‘humanity’ can be understood and interpreted in many ways.

Understanding of what it means to be human can differ according to race, religion, culture, context, situation and time. Before we look at Christian answers to the question of the human condition it may be helpful to consider our own ideas of what it means to be human.

Activity 1.1 

Discussion

Get into groups and consider the following questions:

· Make a list of all the different things that make up being a human being.

· What is important to human beings?

· Where do you think humanity comes from and what is the point of human life?

Now in groups do either 1.2 or 1.3 or 1.4: 

Activity 1.2 

Recent News Stories

· Consider recent news stories and how they might help us to build up a picture of  what it is to be a human being.

· Do the human beings in these stories have anything in common with you?

· What do these stories tell us about human beings?

Activity 1.3

The human condition in films

There are a number of films that address questions of the human condition. Think about themes in one of your favourite films and consider the following questions.

· What picture of human beings does this film give?

· What ideas about human beings appear in the film?

· What goals are the characters aiming for and how do they achieve these 

         goals?

Activity 1.4

Brainstorm on Christianity

As a class, make a list of all the things you already know about the Christian religion. Someone should act as a scribe, recording people’s comments on the board. (Consider beliefs, practices, information about the history of Christianity, and any other facts you know).

What is the human condition?

Genesis is the first book of the Old Testament. The Old Testament is an important part of the Christian Bible. It is also used as the sacred scripture for Jews. Genesis is often called the ‘book of the beginnings’ or ‘origins’, and it tells the story of how and why humanity was created.

The Human Condition

Source Passage :
Genesis 1                                                                                                             

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 3 And God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light ‘day’, and the darkness he called ‘night’. And there was evening, and there was morning – the first day. 6 And God said, ‘Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water.’ 7 So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above it. And it was so. 8 God called the expanse ‘sky’. And there was evening, and there was morning – the second day. 9 And God said, ‘Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear.’ And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground ‘land’, and the gathered waters he called ‘seas’. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, ‘Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.’ And it was so. 12 The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening, and there was morning – the third day. 14 And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth.’ And it was so. 16 God made two great lights – the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening, and there was morning – the fourth day. 20 And God said, ‘Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky.’ 21 So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing with which the water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them and said, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.’ 23 And there was evening, and there was morning – the fifth day.

24 And God said, ‘Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals, each according to its kind.’ And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.

26 Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.’ 27So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.

The Human Condition


28 God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.’

29 Then God said, ‘I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground – everything that has the breath of life in it – I give every green plant for food.’ And it was so.

31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning – the sixth day.

Genesis 2

1 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.

2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. 3 And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.

4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created. When the LORD God made the earth and the heavens 5 and no shrub of the field had yet appeared on the earth and no plant of the field had yet sprung up, for the LORD God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no man to work the ground 6 but streams came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground, 7 the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 8 Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. 9 And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground – trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 10 A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into four headwaters. 11 The name of the first is the Pishon; it winds through the entire land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12 (The gold of that land is good; aromatic resin and onyx are also there.) 13 The name of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the entire land of Cush.14 The name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east side of Asshur. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, ‘You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.’

Source: Genesis, Chapters 1 and 2
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           God, one creator, beyond human understanding, reveals self to      

           humanity

God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. (Genesis 1: 31)

Christians believe in one God, who created everything. Many teachings of Jesus and the earliest Christian creeds affirm this: ‘I Believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth’ (the Apostles’ Creed). God not only creates but also continues to support and provide for the world.

The idea of God as creator is first found in the Genesis story and is an important part of Christian teaching. Christians believe that God created the universe out of nothing (ex nihilo). Everything owes its existence to God. God as creator guarantees the ‘goodness’ of creation: ‘And God saw that it was good’ (Genesis 1: 10). A number of important Christian beliefs about God are related to this.

· God is one.

· God and creation are very different. Nothing created can be worshipped. Only 

      God can be worshipped.

· God has power and authority over all creation.

· God intended his creation to be perfect and good.

The nature of God’s creating act

God’s act of creation has been shown in different ways in Christian tradition. Creation itself has been seen to reflect God’s purposes and character. The following are three ‘models’ which try to explain God’s creation as Energy, Building and Art.

· Energy: The Fathers of the early Church believed that the creation of the 

         world was a result of an overflowing of God’s energy. Just as light is part of 

         the sun’s energy, so creation is part of God’s energy.

 Criticism: If creation is just an overflow of energy, what happens to the  

 idea of God creating with purpose?

· Building: Some theologians see God as a divine builder, planning and 

         constructing the world. Creation is ordered and designed. It bears witness to 

         the care and thoughtfulness of the creator.

Criticism: Builders use materials; however, the Christian wants to claim that God created the universe from nothing.

· Art: Other writers in Christian history have seen the world bearing witness to 

         the character of God, just as a piece of art would bear witness to the artist. 

        Jonathan Edwards writes, ‘As I was walking there and looking up into the sky 

        and clouds, there came into my mind so sweet a sense of the glorious 

        majesty of God that I know not how to express.’

Criticism: It could be said that this again does not allow for God to create from nothing. Artists too use materials. However, it does show a more personal aspect to God and how God’s character is seen in creation just as an artist’s character can be seen in his or her paintings, sculptures, music or poetry.

The nature of God’s relationship to creation

Christians believe that God not only creates but also is involved with the universe. The following are six ways to explain God’s presence in, or relationship to, the world.

· God as king over creation: God governs the world as a king. The world is

         under his control and rule. God’s power is shown not only in creation but 

         also in his raising Christ from the dead.

Criticism: Seeing God as a king and ruler alone perhaps neglects other aspects of divine character, for example his gentleness, care, grace and love.

· God does not interfere with the world: God created the world but does not 

         act in it.

Criticism: The Bible and Christian tradition wants to affirm God’s interaction with the world. Divine absence from creation is not the picture of God found in the Bible.

· God as first cause: God is a first cause of creation and natural agencies are 

          ‘secondary causes’ (human beings, natural forces). God often works 

          through these secondary causes. This model respects the scientific laws of 

          the universe, but sees God as the cause of them.

Criticism: The problem of evil. How can a good first cause work through secondary causes (humans etc.) to cause evil?

· God is in the processes of creation: God works in the processes of his 

          creation. This notion has to avoid God being seen as a cause of evil.

Criticism: Does the ‘process God’ look like the Christian God who can powerfully act in creation?

· God in personal relationship: God is experienced in relationship with

          individuals.

Criticism: The God who works in personal encounters does not seem to be the God of the Christian Bible and tradition who interacts with and supports creation.

Activity 2.1 

Completing a table

Fill in the following review table of the various models of God’s presence in and relationship with the world.

	Model
	Main features
	Strengths

of model
	Weaknesses

of model

	God as king

over creation
	
	
	

	God does not

interfere with

the world
	
	
	

	God as first

cause
	
	
	

	God is in the

processes of

creation
	
	
	

	God in

personal

relationship
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          God seeks a loving relationship with humans who are made in His 

           image

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. (Genesis 1: 27)

What separates human beings from the rest of creation?

Three characteristics that make humanity different from other created beings are:

· Humans are relational in a special way

· Humans are rational – they use their powers of thought to work things out

· Humans are given, and exercise free will.

‘God created male and female, after his own image, in knowledge, righteousness and holiness, with dominion over the creatures.’

   (Westminster Catechism)

‘The divine image is presented in every man. It shines forth in the communion of persons, in the likeness of the unity of the divine persons among themselves.’

(Catholic Catechism)

Human beings have been given a special place within the world by God and have been given the ability to think, make decisions and form relationships. Genesis 

1: 27 tells us that humanity is created in the image of God and placed at the head of God’s creation. The image of God is often referred to by the Latin phrase ‘Imago Dei’. This idea has importance in the Christian understanding of the human condition.

What does being ‘made in the image of God’ mean?

There are basically two main ways that Christian thinkers have understood the image of God. First, humanity shares characteristics with God. Second, humans have the ability to enter into relationships with others and with God. These two viewpoints are summarised below.

· Humanity shares characteristics with God

For Augustine, Luther and many other theologians, the image of God is found in humanity’s mind, intellect and will. Aquinas also saw the image of God in thought and reason and the ability to use language and appreciate art.

· Human beings form relationships

Karl Barth understood the image to be located in human relationships with God and others. Moral decision-making and consciousness are all things that are needed for relationships. Barth also argued that just as the three persons in one God (the Trinity) are in relationship, so humans are in relationship with each other and with God. Augustine wrote, ‘You made us yourself, and our hearts are restless until they find their rest in you’. For Augustine, only in God is humanity’s true meaning found.
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Activity 3.1

Interaction with source passage

After reading the Genesis source through again, think which of the following statements (a) apply to God, (b) apply to humanity. Provide the evidence from the source on the opposite side of the table to support your decision. Some statements may apply to both God and humanity. For statements appearing in both categories provide a reason. Now compare your answers with a partner. If you have placed the statements differently discuss why you have made the decisions you have.

	Statement
	Category

‘a’ (God) or/and

‘b’ (humanity)
	Supporting evidence

	Creates the universe

and sees it is good
	‘a’
	Genesis 1: 1.
In the

beginning God created

the heavens and the

earth .

Genesis 1: 10. And God

saw that it was good.

	Care for the universe
	
	

	Is creative and

knowledgeable
	
	

	Finds fulfilment in

relationship
	
	

	Provides for creation
	
	

	Is unique
	
	

	Has moral conscience
	
	

	Has free will
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              Human beings are appointed as stewards

God blessed them [human beings] and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.’ (Genesis 1: 28)

The Genesis narrative presents God creating and placing human beings in a perfect garden. The fruits of the garden supply all of the humans’ needs. God also appoints humans as stewards, to rule over all the other types of living creatures in the creation.

What is a steward?

Steward – Person who administers another’s property 

(Collins English Dictionary)

Stewards are persons responsible for something that does not belong to them. They are caretakers of others’ possessions. In biblical times a steward was the highest-ranking servant, the person who managed the possessions of his master.

Humanity as stewards of creation

Stewardship reminds humanity that creation does not belong to them, rather it is God’s, but humanity are to be responsible for the world’s care. The concept of stewardship provides a framework in which human responsibility for our planet can be understood. Stewardship makes humanity responsible for the environment, care and wellbeing of all created beings. Humans are responsible for creation because they are made in God’s image. They possess characteristics not shared by any other beings in creation.

Stewardship is often seen to contrast with a view of human ownership of the world. If the world is seen to belong to and exist for humanity’s use alone there is no reason why humanity should not ‘use and abuse’ creation as it wishes. However, the stewardship concept reminds Christians that they are caretakers of one of God’s most valuable possessions.

Activity 4.1 

Discussion

In groups, consider what you think is involved in being responsible for others’ possessions? Can you think of any areas in your life where you have been a steward?
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Activity 4.2 

Complete the table

Discuss what you think the different responses to the world issues listed below would be from someone believing that humans own the world, and someone acting as a Christian steward.

	World issue
	Humans own world
	Christian stewardship

	Ecological issues

(global warming,

destruction of ozone

layer, deforestation)
	
	

	World debt
	
	

	Fair trade
	
	

	Poverty in

developing countries
	
	


Activity 4.3  - Optional

Newspaper search

Look at copies of today’s newspapers and identify stories in which the Christian concept of our ‘stewardship’ of creation may have something to offer.


             Human beings possess a moral conscience and freedom to choose

             good or evil

‘By virtue of his soul and his spiritual powers of intellect and will, man is endowed with freedom, an outstanding manifestation of the divine image.’   

(Catholic Catechism)

‘...made after his own image, in knowledge, righteousness and holiness having the law of God written in their hearts, and power to fulfil it.’

     (Westminster Catechism)

The Human Condition

God formed humanity from the dust of the earth. The Hebrew word for man, Adam, is almost the same word as that for ground. Humanity is low in comparison with God and should worship God because of this. The human intelligence and our unique position in creation make us aware of God and of his power.

The human is placed in the garden and asked to care for and manage it. This again links to the idea of stewardship. The ‘Imago Dei’ idea is often used to defend the original perfection of humanity. At the start in Eden, God and humanity enjoyed a perfect relationship. Human beings were granted intelligence and decision-making capabilities by God. Humans possess a moral conscience and have free will to choose between good and evil.

Genesis 2: 17 features a request from God to the human: ‘But from the tree of knowledge you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you shall surely die’. God’s request for the human to avoid eating of the tree of knowledge, was just that, a request. God allows the humans to make their own decisions, and they have free will to obey or disobey. God knew that love and relationships do not exist without free will. One needs always to be free to choose to be in relationship with another.

Free will

The term ‘free will’ comes from the Latin – liberum arbitrium. An Early Church Father called Tertullian brought the term into Christian circles in the second century and Augustine used it.

In his writing, De libero arbitrio, Augustine talked about free will. Humans have a moral conscience and are free to pursue whatever course of action they wish. Even though Augustine also believed that God knew everything, including future events, humanity still had the freedom to choose what path or direction they were to take. Humans are not robots, programmed to act in a certain way, but free persons (made in the image of God) able to make their own decisions.

Summary of Augustine’s understanding of free will

Human beings are not artificially programmed, but act on the basis of freedom and choice.

The Human Condition

Activity 5.1

Complete the following sentences

God formed humanity from
. The
 idea is 

often used to defend the original                                      of humanity. The term 

‘free will’ comes from the Latin                                  

Activity 5.2 

Discussion

Consider examples of how good and evil actions would be defined from a Christian perspective.

The Human Condition

Section review

Answers in a box

Everyone should attempt to write down an answer for the following questions on separate pieces of paper. Then put everyone’s answers for each question in a box together. Pick out answers randomly and read them to the class. Let the class decide what question the answer is responding to, and whether anything needs to be added to it.

· Why do human beings possess a moral conscience and freedom to choose 

          good or evil?

· How can God’s creation be understood? Refer to particular models (energy, 

          building, art) to illustrate your viewpoint.

· What is God’s relationship to creation? Refer to particular models (king, 

          process etc.) to illustrate your viewpoint.

· What does ‘being made in the image of God’ mean for a Christian?

The Human Condition

What is the cause of the human condition?

Humanity did not choose to obey God in the Garden of Eden, but chose rather to eat of the tree of knowledge that God had asked them not to eat. Human rebellion against God led to suffering and death. The image of God within humanity was damaged.

Source Passage:

Genesis 3

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God really say, “You must not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ 2 The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, “You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die”.’ 4 ‘You will not surely die,’ the serpent said to the woman. 5 ‘For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’ 6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realised they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man, ‘Where are you?’ 10 He answered, ‘I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.’

11 And he said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?’ 12 The man said, ‘The woman you put here with me, she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.’ 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, ‘What is this you have done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent deceived me, and I ate.’ 14 So the LORD God said to the serpent, ‘Because you have done this, cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.’ 16 To the woman he said, ‘I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.’ 17 To Adam he said, ‘Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, “You must not eat of it”, cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. 18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.
20 Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living.  21 The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. 22 And the LORD God said, "The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever." 23 So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 24 After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.’

      Source: Genesis 3: 1–24
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    The fall

‘By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.’ 

(Genesis 3: 19)

Genesis 3 is an account of how sin and death entered the world. Adam and Eve, as the first humans, lost their life in paradise as a result of their disobedience to God’s commands. Readings of this passage led Christian thinkers to believe that the sin of Adam and Eve meant the rest of humanity also lost perfection and innocence. It brought suffering and decay into God’s perfect creation. Others have seen the account as a way of explaining disorder and evil in the world as a result of human failure. The world as we know it, with disease and death, was not the world that God created. Human failings have brought sin and death into creation.

Original sin

Augustine developed the idea of what has come to be known as ‘original sin’. Due to Adam’s failures in the Garden of Eden, the whole of humanity carries the same stain of sin and suffers and dies. Humanity needs God’s grace in order to be rescued from their situation. Augustine saw that human free will was weakened, though not totally destroyed, by sin. Like a pair of unbalanced scales, evil intentions and choices often would, under the influence of original sin, outweigh good intentions and choices.

Thomas Aquinas agreed with Augustine that everyone inherits Adam’s sin. The Roman Catholic Church accepts original sin for all humanity except for Jesus and the Virgin Mary. The Reformers also incorporated Augustine’s understanding of original sin. John Calvin spoke of the ‘depravity’ of human nature corrupted by sin. The Westminster Catechism states that ‘humanity sins because Adam sinned’. Furthermore, as the result of this rebellion, humanity dies like Adam dies.

The Human Condition

The consequences of the fall

(a)    Alienation from God

If you are alienated from someone, you are like a stranger to him or her. At the fall, humanity was alienated from God. They could only hope for reconciliation brought about by God. Without that move, humanity could not fulfil their purpose to be in relationship with God.

(b)    Alienation from each other
As seen in the source passage, Adam tries to blame Eve for his disobedience. Eve then blames the serpent. Neither wants to take responsibility for their actions. Humans are set against each other and all of creation.

Activity 6.1 

Discussion

In pairs, consider the following questions from a Christian perspective.

· How are Adam and Eve’s sins and failures similar to the rest of humanity’s 

      sins and failures?

· In what sense did Adam and Eve die as result of sin? (Notice that in the 

      source passage they do not die physically). You may want to consider 

      suffering as part of a process of decay and death.

Activity 6.2 

Berkhof Ch.12

Read  this chapter from “A Summary of Christian Doctrine” and answer questions 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11.



Exploring sin and its effects

‘By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.’ (Genesis 3: 19)

The source above reveals that humanity’s disobedience will lead to death: ‘unto dust you shall return’.

Definitions of sin

Sin – An immoral act considered to be a transgression against divine law (Concise Oxford Dictionary).

‘Sin is any word or deed or thought against the eternal law’ (Augustine)

‘To try and understand what sin is, one must first recognise the profound relations of man to God, for only in this relationship is the evil of sin unmasked in its true identity as humanity’s rejection of God and opposition to him.’ (Catholic Catechism)

‘Every sin . . . being a transgression of the righteous law of God . . . Bringing guilt upon the sinner . . . and so made subject to death, with all miseries spiritual, temporal and eternal.’ (Westminster Catechism)

Theologians differ on their interpretation of the Genesis account, but all agree that whatever the original source of sin, it seems to arise from the fact that human beings are members of a human race with shared characteristics and features.

Sin in the Bible

In the source from Genesis we have seen that humanity sinned when it disobeyed God and acted from self-interest. The breaking of God’s laws is also a result of humanity’s sin. In the New Testament there are various Greek words for ‘sin’. 
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Here are four of them:

· Hamartia: Literally ‘missing the mark’ or falling short, as an arrow may miss a 

      target.

· Paraptoma: Going off the road one is intended to be travelling on. We use the 

      expression ‘losing the way’ or ‘going off the rails’ to make a similar point.

·  Adikia: Meaning ‘not straight’. When someone has not followed ‘the straight 

      and narrow’.

·  Anomia: Lawlessness, when God’s laws and requests are not observed.

Power of original sin

Humanity through the fall is prone to sin. Augustine used the pictures of sin as disease, power and guilt to explain what he meant.

· Sin as disease: Sin is like an illness that is passed through the generations. 

         Only Jesus ‘by whose wounds we are healed’ can save humanity.

· Sin as power: Sin is a power that keeps humanity in prison. Christ is the 

          liberator that frees humanity from this evil power.

· Sin as guilt: Sin is like guilt transferred from one generation to another. 

         Christ alone can bring forgiveness and pardon for this guilt.

Augustine taught that original sin lay in desire (or concupiscence). Concupiscence is based on a Latin word often translated as desire. It is used for sexual lust, but sometimes also desire for food, good things etc. For Augustine concupiscence is the opposite of love. It corrupts the enjoyment of things and people, because they are not loved in relation to God, but rather out of selfish motives.

Calvin incorporated Augustine’s understandings into his writings. Calvin spoke of the corruption of the human by original sin. Some later Reformation theologians saw original sin being based on the covenant. Sin is passed on to all Adam’s offspring (humanity) because Adam was the covenant head.

Whether they believe the historical account of the Genesis story or not, the story of the fall does serve to provide some Christians with a framework to try and understand human free choice and the connection of all humanity with sin. The root of sin, suffering and death is humanity’s wrong moral choices and disobedience. More recent Christian thinkers have argued that sin should not just be understood in relation to individual human beings and their nature. Social and political structures must also be addressed. Not to help the poor, weak and marginal in society, and not to campaign against discrimination and injustice, is also a sin.
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Interesting fact: the seven deadly sins

Early Christian monasticism spoke of seven deadly sins. They are Pride, Covetousness, Lust, Envy, Gluttony, Anger and Sloth. These were grouped together by Gregory the Great in the sixth century. Thomas Aquinas said these sins were deadly because they ‘gave rise to others’.

Activity 7.1 

True or false?

The effects of sin are . . .

· Loss of relationship with God.

· The ability to have God’s knowledge.

· Suffering and death.

· Stewardship of humanity over creation.

· The inability of humans to do the right thing.

· Broken relationships with other humans and created beings. 

Activity 7.2 

Interaction with source

· Reread the source material from Genesis 3. What support is there within the 

      passage for different Christian understandings of sin and its effects?

· Investigate Augustine’s idea of original sin.  Briefly outline his teaching on this and comment on it.
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Activity 7.3 

Understanding sin

People understand sin differently according to different situations. Here are some quotations outlining what sin is from different perspectives.

[Talking about domestic violence]

‘Sin refers to those acts of responsible individuals that create or enforce structures of oppression . . . sin is a betrayal of trust, a lack of care.’ (Mary Potter Engel)

[Talking about world injustice]

‘Rupture is the reality of most of the world. We live in a web of injustice.’ (Karen Lebacqz)

[Talking about the ‘sin’ of society]

‘...shows itself in the fundamental denial of persons with disabilities in our common life. In ageism, in sexism.’ (Christine Smith)

· In light of the above, consider the differences between individual sin and 

         social sin? Discuss which sort of sins the quotations above seem to be 

         speaking about.

· Can you think of other types of sin?

· Can you think of a situation where a particular act might be considered 

         sinful, but in another instance it might be considered right from a Christian 

         perspective?

Activity 7.4 

Defining words

What do the following Greek words for ‘sin’ mean? Can you think of how these meanings could be seen or used in the present day? (Think of how a Christian tries to obey Christian commandments and ethics etc.)

(a) Hamartia

(b) Paraptoma

(c) Adikia

(d) Anomia
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              Introducing God’s faithfulness and the Saviour, Jesus Christ

Christianity is a religion of salvation. Christians believe that it is only through God’s action that sin and the human condition can be overcome. Soteriology (from the Greek soteria, meaning save) is the section of Christian theology dealing with the doctrine of salvation. We will be exploring this later.

Defining salvation

Salvation – Fact or state of being saved from harm or the consequences of sin (Concise Oxford Dictionary)

Salvation denotes the ‘wholeness’ of humanity in moral, physical and spiritual ways.

God’s faithfulness and salvation in the Bible

In the Old Testament the verb ‘to save’ is often used in situations when God rescues humans from danger. Examples are when Noah and his family are ‘saved’ from the flood and the Hebrew slaves are ‘saved’ from bondage in Egypt. As a noun, ‘salvation’ is often used to mean health and wellbeing. ‘Shalom’ the Hebrew word for peace, can mean physical, mental and spiritual wholeness. God’s faithfulness to his covenant people means that he does not leave them in times of trouble but always acts on their behalf in times of need.

In the New Testament, salvation involves being set free from the prison of sin and restoring humanity and creation to God. God begins this salvation. John’s Gospel tells us ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life’ (John 3: 16). Jesus Christ, as saviour, comes to seek and save the lost.

In Augustine’s opinion God loves humanity and acts to save them. Augustine saw salvation as grace (gracia), a gift, rather than a reward. He used the metaphor of the Christian community as a hospital full of the sick, seeking the assistance of the doctor who would heal them. Pelagius disagreed. He thought that humanity could be saved on the basis of good works and following God’s laws. Nor did he accept original sin. Augustine’s position however became the strongest in Christianity.

The Saviour, Jesus Christ

A Christian creed states ‘For us and for our salvation he [Jesus] came down from heaven’. The name Jesus is derived from a Hebrew word meaning ‘God saves’. The death and resurrection of Jesus are the key moments in the Christian story of salvation. Jesus accomplishes deliverance from sin for all people believing and following him.

‘Jesus Christ: only he can lead us to the love of the Father in the Spirit’    

                                                                                     (Catholic Catechism)

‘Christ by his mediation has procured redemption, with all other benefits of the covenant of grace’

                                                                              (Westminster Catechism)
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Activity 8.1

Reflection

Explore concepts of ‘faithfulness’ and ‘love’. Think of examples that illustrate these ideals. Can you still be faithful and love someone who has wronged you? Can you be faithful and loving even if the other person does not return that love? Now consider parallels to be drawn between these situations and the Christian understanding of God’s love for humanity, in spite of humanity’s failings and rejection of him.

Activity 8.2

Berkhof Ch.6

Read from “A Summary of Christian Doctrine”, then complete this table with the help of your teacher:

	Attribute of God
	Explanation
	Attribute of God
	Explanation

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Activity 8.3

Hebrews Ch.1

a) What does this passage tell us about the attributes of Jesus Christ ?

b) What does it mean to say that Jesus “sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven” ?

c) What do the first two verses say about God’s revelation ?
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Section review

Review A

The Nick of Time . . .

Get into four groups. Give each group ONE of the questions below. They have three minutes to collectively write an answer to it. After three minutes the groups must rotate their questions and answers clockwise to the next group. The groups will then have two minutes to review the question and answer in front of them – and to add anything to the answer they can think of. The same rotation happens again, but this time there is only one minute allotted for groups to add anything. At the last rotation only thirty seconds are allowed. At the end of the rotation the answers should be as full as possible. A member of each group should relay to the class the full answer to the question they had last.

Qn 1. What is ‘the fall’?

Qn 2. What is ‘sin’?

Qn 3. What is ‘original sin’?

Qn 4. What is ‘salvation’?

Review B

Complete the following sentences:

Genesis 3: 1–19 tries to explain how
and entered the 

world. This is often referred to as                                                                     .

The consequences of this are
from God and each other.

Augustine used analogies to explain the nature of sin. These were sin as

                                               , sin as
                          and sin as
                       .

Augustine saw original sin lying in a picture of corrupt human nature.

The term
, derived from the Latin for ‘desire’, illustrates this 

corrupt state. Salvation is being set free from the bondage of                           and

     

                                             . As a noun ‘salvation’ is often used to denote

                                             and 

SECTION 2

The Goals of Life

What are the goals during life?


            The example and teachings of Jesus: building a relationship with God

The life, example and teachings of Jesus provide examples for the Christian to obey God’s law and develop relationships with God and one’s neighbour. The following source passage shows Jesus summarising the law in these two principles – love of God and others. Through the parable of the Good Samaritan he answers the question, ‘Who is my neighbour?’

Source Passage:

Luke 10

25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he asked, ‘what must I do to inherit eternal life?’

26 ‘What is written in the Law?’ he replied. ‘How do you read it?’

27 He answered: ‘ “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind”; and, “Love your neighbour as yourself”.’

28 ‘You have answered correctly,’ Jesus replied. ‘Do this and you will live.’

29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?’

30 In reply Jesus said: ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he travelled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. “Look after him,” he said, “and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.”

36 ‘Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?’

37 The expert in the law replied, ‘The one who had mercy on him.’ Jesus told him, ‘Go and do likewise.’

Source: Luke 10: 25–37
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Summary of the Law: love of God and neighbour

In both the Old and New Testament, love (agape), along with ideas of kindness, grace, mercy, forgiveness and fidelity, shows God’s commitment to his people. God demands love not just for him but also for other people. It was God’s love for the world, as we saw before, that led him to send Jesus into the world. This love requires a dramatic human response. Human love should reflect the divine love. It expresses what Aquinas termed other-regarding love (amor

benevolentiae).

The love God demands from humanity is a love that brings everyone together. All human divisions (racial, social, sexual and personal) are overcome by this love. The deeds of love for God and neighbour are the aims of the Christian. Because of this Aquinas called love ‘the root and form of all virtues’. Augustine even said ‘love and do what you will’. He meant that if you make all your ethical decisions from the basis of Christian love you will not go far wrong.

The example and teaching of Jesus

Jesus expresses love for God and others in a number of ways throughout his ministry. He eats with tax collectors and sinners and touches social outcasts who, because of sin or uncleanness, everyone else avoids. Despite the harsh criticisms that these actions cause, Jesus never stops showing his open love for everyone. The gospels tell us that his final sacrifice, death, was also an act of love for others: ‘No man has greater love than to lay down his life for his friends’ (John 15: 13). Everyone must take up their cross and show love to neighbours, no matter what the cost to the self.

Christians believe that Jesus makes God known through his life. Also in the New Testament, Jesus emphasises that the treatment given to the socially marginal (prisoners, hungry etc.) actually is treatment given to Jesus.


When was it that we saw you a stranger when we welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you? And the king will answer them. ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’

(Matthew 25: 37–40)

The Christian life involves the believer trying to copy the example of Jesus and seeing Jesus in each and every person on earth.
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Who is my neighbour?

It is easy to love the neighbour that is near, that you know personally and like. It is harder to love someone that you have never met, many miles away, or someone that you do not like.

Whilst it is one thing to love the poor and sick of the world, it is quite another to be asked to love enemies or those who have wronged us. Yet this is precisely what the life, teachings and example of Jesus Christ asks Christians to do. In the Sermon on the Mount he states, ‘Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven . . . for if you love those who love you, what reward do you have?’ (Matthew 5: 44–46). Likewise, the ‘punchline’ of the parable of the Good Samaritan lies in the fact that Jews and Samaritans were old enemies. There was a lot of hatred between them. Jesus tells of righteous Jews passing the injured Jew on the roadside and of a Samaritan finally being the one to help the man. The Samaritan showed love and counted a person who he may have regarded as an enemy, as a fellow human being – a neighbour.

Pope John Paul II, who died in 2005,  used the term ‘social love’ to try and show that the neighbour should not be seen as one person, but all people. Social love restores the social dimension of love. In essence the world community is the neighbour and all our actions should be engineered with this broad conception in mind.
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Activity 9.1 

Discussion

· What parts of the life and ministry of Jesus demonstrate love? How should 

          the Christian follow these?

· What actions do you think would be central to showing love for neighbour 

         and God in the world today?

Activity 9.2 – Optional 

Role play

Imagine yourself as a figure in history or in a film. Imagine that you are an enemy of another person. How would your character feel about the other person? How difficult would it be for your character to be ‘nice’ to the other person?

Could your character do something good for the person they might dislike ?


                Parables as pointers to the Christian life

We have already looked at the Parable of the Good Samaritan as a way for Jesus to explain the identity of one’s neighbour. Here we will consider another two parables, The Parable of the Mustard Seed and The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus, both of which provide pointers for understanding the Christian life.


Matthew 13

31 He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 32 Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches.’

         Source: Matthew 13: 31–32
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Luke 16

19 There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 20 At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 21 and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores.

22 The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24 So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’

25 But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’

27 He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father’s house,

28 for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’

29 Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’

30 ‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’

31 He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’

Source: Luke 16: 19–31

Introducing parables

A parable is ‘a story that illustrates a religious meaning’. The word parable (Hebrew, mashal; Greek, parabole) means comparison, where one thing is used to illustrate another. Parables are typically stories drawn from everyday life. Often they have some unusual character or surprising action (as we saw in the Samaritan’s kindness to an enemy).

The Kingdom of God and the parable of the mustard seed 

Throughout the earthly life of Jesus his central message was about the coming of the Kingdom of God. ‘The time is fulfilled and the Kingdom of God is at hand’ (Mark 1: 15). Jesus in some way brings the kingdom in his ministry of teaching and healing: ‘the Kingdom of God is in the midst of you’ (Luke 17: 21) but it is also a kingdom that awaits its fulfilment at the end of time.

Jesus uses a number of parables to illustrate the nature of God’s kingdom; one of the most famous is that of the mustard seed. Here the kingdom is likened to the smallest of seeds that will eventually grow into the greatest of trees. This comparison highlights a number of features of the kingdom. First, the Christian’s kind actions in the world are never too small or insignificant – all are vitally important as signs of the dawning of the kingdom. Also, the presence of the kingdom in the world is real, even if it is unnoticed by many. Christians are to keep faith that the kingdom will fully come, firm in their trust in the promises of God.

The mystery of the kingdom was begun in God’s appearance in the activity and person of Jesus. The power of Jesus is shown in a hidden way in the suffering Jesus – a crucified ‘king’. In the gospels this is a mystery only revealed by God to believers (Matthew 13: 16) and hidden from the wise and understanding (Matthew 11: 25).

Self-sacrifice, love of neighbour and the parable of Lazarus and the rich man

The parable of Lazarus and the rich man powerfully shows the importance of right action in the present life for Christians. They must use God’s gift wisely and fairly with others. They must remember that they are stewards of God’s possessions and every person is a neighbour made in the image of God.

After his death the rich man is sent to hell and begs Abraham to allow him to warn his other brothers to act in an ethical way whilst on earth and ‘repent’. Repentance (metanoia) requires you to recognise wrongdoing and be prepared to change. Abraham answers that they have the law and prophets to listen to. The message is clear. Christian life involves action on behalf of those less fortunate than oneself. Such actions may involve self-sacrifice; and certainly they require a perspective other than selfishness.

Activity 10.1

Interaction with source

Read the source passage on Lazarus and the rich man once more. Imagine yourself as one of the characters in the story (either the rich man, or Lazarus, or Abraham) and produce a piece of creative writing trying to imagine each one’s perspective on the meaning, significance and ‘entrance requirements’ for achieving eternal life.  Consider also the following:

· The rich man wants Abraham to send Lazarus to his brothers on earth so that 

       they will be forced to ‘repent’ (verse 28). What does repentance mean?

· Why is repentance an important part of being a Christian?

· What are the requirements of true repentance?

Activity 10.2

Higher:  Berkhof: “A Summary of Christian Doctrine” Ch.20

Answer questions 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 12, 14, 15, 16.

Int 2: Bitesize Theology Chapter 11-13 and do questions
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Spirituality: developing and maintaining a relationship with God, the

               role of prayer and meditation
Spiritual – Relating to, or affecting the human spirit as opposed to material or physical things. Of or relating to religion or religious belief.

(Concise Oxford Dictionary)

Spirituality denotes belief and practices that help people to develop a deeper awareness of God. Spirituality is often associated with prayer and worship. Christian spirituality involves the development of a deeper relationship with God through Jesus.

Prayer – Act of thanking, adoring, conferring with, or petitioning a divine power, also the form of words used for this purpose.

(Concise Oxford Dictionary)

Prayer is a central means of communication between humanity and God. Prayer does not just involve asking God for something (petitionary prayer); more importantly, it is saying sorry for the wrong things done to God and others, and thanking God for his mercy and goodness.


[image: image2]
Thomas Aquinas was forceful in saying that prayer should not be used to persuade God to act in a certain way; God’s mind cannot be swayed by our selfish wills. Rather prayer can be used to help God bring about certain effects he has planned. Prayer is not the cause of certain events – God’s action and will is. Jesus followed traditional Jewish lines in his personal approach to God in prayer. However, more intimacy was shown. In the Lord’s prayer, the Christian is encouraged to address God as Father or Daddy (Abba). This illustrates the close bond between God and humanity in Christianity. It is closer than a parent and child. The Lord’s prayer also asks for Christians to pray for God’s will and rule on earth, also for forgiveness and willingness to forgive others.

Jesus’ prayers in the New Testament also show that prayer is not for selfish requests but rather for offering of oneself to God. As Jesus says in his prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane: ‘not my will but yours be done’. Prayer is not a ‘wish-granting’ exercise, so the Christian cannot just pray and expect wishes to come true; prayer’s significance is much greater than that. Prayer should be directed to God and should be self-​forgetting.

Roman Catholics also pray to, or via, the Virgin Mary and other saints. This is not the same as prayer to God; it is more like a request for the prayers of the saints on the person’s behalf.

Meditation – The action or practice of meditating. A discourse expressing considered thoughts on a subject.    (Concise Oxford Dictionary)

Meditation involves practices that concentrate one’s mind on God and Christ. This can involve repetition of scriptural texts, remembering religious truths in daily life, thinking about aspects of God in devotion, or concentrating on key events in the life of Christ. Mind and imagination are important tools of spirituality and meditation can help us to develop these.

Activity 11.1 

Berkhof “A Summary of Christian Doctrine” Ch. 21

Answer questions 1, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10
Int 2      Bitesize Theology Ch.  14 & questions.

Activity 11.2 

Discussion

Are there other ways that ‘spirituality’ is developed apart from prayer and meditation? (You may want to consider pilgrimage, fasting etc.).

Activity 11.3 

Reflection

Read the passages presented below and consider the following questions:

· Is it helpful to think of God as father? What particular traits are associated 

         with fatherhood?

· Jesus seems to say that because he calls Jesus father, so those believing in 

         him can also see God as father. What sort of relationship does this convey?


He is the Father in a special way only of Christ; he is the common Father of us all, in that although he has created all of us, he has begotten none but Christ. Then also say by his grace, ‘Our Father’ so that you may merit being his son.

(Ambrose, 4th-century theologian)

God is somebody we can approach as we go to a human parent and share the good times and the bad, the success as well as the failure, the joys and sorrows. As ‘Father’ God is concerned for the needs of his children.

(Lent course notes)

Activity 11.5 (optional)

Places and pilgrimages

One intense spiritual experience is to go on a pilgrimage or a retreat (for example to the island of Iona or the French spa town of Lourdes). Pick a specific place and find out about the Christian spirituality that is developed in connection with it. Produce a poster documenting the story and spirituality of the place and display these in the classroom for others to consult.
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    Spirituality: role of community worship

Worship – The feeling or expression of reverence and adoration for a deity; religious rites and ceremonies; great admiration or devotion.

(Concise Oxford Dictionary)

For the Christian, God alone is the object of worship. Since New Testament times Christians have gathered together for worship. Worship involves ‘thanksgiving’ (in Greek eucharistia) and praise. It may be structured with rituals and ceremonies (fixed forms of words and actions). Alternatively it can be much freer, with individuals offering prayer at any point in worship. It can involve pomp and ceremony, elaborate vestments, incense, choirs and music, as in High Mass, or it may be offered with a minimum of ceremony or in complete silence as in a Quaker meeting. The purposes of all these different forms of worship however remain the same: worship and praise of God.

Worship in the Bible

In the Old Testament worship denotes praise of God carried out with specific words and actions. The prophets emphasised that right action and ethics were central to correct worship of God. Sacrifices were offered as gifts to say sorry for sins committed.

Singing psalms and prayers were part of temple worship. Jesus himself worshipped in the temple, but after his death new rituals were celebrated by the early church, including Eucharist and Baptism. These will be discussed later. At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was given to the Church. The Acts of the Apostles notes that this allowed Christians to speak in different languages and made them ready for mission. Believers met then, and now, as St Paul says in ‘the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit’. From earliest times, the first day of the week was especially set aside as holy. Justin, a Christian martyr in the early second century, said that on Sundays ‘memoirs of the apostles’ (gospels) were to be read.

Common elements of community worship

In worship the community experiences fellowship (koinonia) in the Holy Spirit and, in the words of St Paul, it comes together as ‘the body of Christ’. Today, across the denominations, the following common features of worship can often be observed.

· Preparation (call to worship and prayer)

· General confession of sin (saying sorry to God for wrongdoing)

· Declaration of pardon from sin (God’s forgiveness)

· Words from the Bible (scripture reading)

· Sermon (explaining the meaning of the biblical passages read)
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Eucharist can also be celebrated in public worship (this will be explored later). The intention of these forms of worship is to celebrate the saving power of God and make this power a reality in the hearts and lives of worshippers.

Activity 12.1

Complete the following sentences:

(a) The purposes and features of community worship for the Christian are . . 


.


(b) Koinonia is . . .



(c) The features of public worship services that develop koinonia are . . .

    


Activity 12.2  Higher

Berkhof  “A Summary of Christian Doctrine” Ch. 25

Answer questions 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14.

Activity 12.3 

Study  worship services in different Christian denominations (e.g. Church of Scotland, Roman Catholic, Baptist, Episcopalian, Orthodox etc.) and note the features of the communal worship. What features do the services have in common and what are distinctive characteristics particular to each denomination?
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Section review

Review A

Scrambled words

Unscramble the following words (all of which you have encountered in this section) and then provide a definition for them:

iougerbhn

alrebap

tiruialitpys

yperra

atidmetion

pwiohrs

ainkooin

Review B

Answers in a box

Everyone should attempt to write down an answer for the following questions on separate pieces of paper. Then put everyone’s answers for each question in a box together. Pick out answers randomly and read them to the class. Let the class collectively decide what question the answer is responding to, and whether anything can be added to the answer.

· What is spirituality?

· For the Christian who is one’s neighbour?

· What is the nature of the Kingdom of God as shown in the source parables?

· What is prayer and why is it important?
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What is the final aim of existence?

The following source tells us about the judgement of humanity at the end of time. The faithful (sheep) will enjoy eternal life with God in the Kingdom of Heaven, on account of their faithful actions to others in this life. The unfaithful (goats) who did nothing on behalf of the hungry, sick, naked and prisoners will be sent to eternal punishment.
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   Eternal life as fulfilment in loving relationship with God

The source passage speaks about the end of time. Often talk about judgement, heaven and hell is put under the heading of eschatology (literally ‘talk of last things’). The source tells us a number of things about the Christian understanding of events at the end of time and the judgement of humanity.

·  Jesus will return as king at the end of time

· All people will have to stand and be judged

· They will be divided into the righteous (sheep) and unrighteous (goats)

· The righteous will inherit the Kingdom of God and eternal life

· The unrighteous will be sent to hell and eternal punishment

Eternal life for the Christian is often seen as a full relationship with God for eternity, not broken even at death. The New Testament seems to imply that one’s fate after death will be governed by one’s actions on earth (as seen before in the source parable of Lazarus and the rich man).

Christians believe in eternal life for two reasons. First, Jesus taught this. Also, God as parent wants humanity to be in relationship with him always.

Activity 13.1

Complete the following:

(a) Eschatology is . . .



(b) The Christian hope of eternal life as fulfilment in loving relationship with 

               God is based on . . .
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      Life as a follower of Christ as the beginning of eternal life

The Gospel of John states that whoever believes in Jesus will not die, but will have eternal life (John 3: 15). For the Christian being “born again” means that they share Christ’s risen life and through him will experience eternal life with God. The Gospel of John also states that no one comes to the Father except through Jesus. For the Christian therefore, Jesus is a central channel for humanity’s eternal life with God. We have seen before that Christian discipleship involves following the example of Christ’s love for others and for God. As the source passage on page 32 reveals, actions in this world are directly related to the judgement Christians will receive. Christ can be found in the face of the hungry, thirsty, prisoners and homeless and Christians have a duty to treat everyone with love and respect.

However, other source passages make it clear that these actions link in to repentance, faith and gratitude towards God for all he has done for them.

Activity 14.1 

Discussion question

Read the source passage from Matt 25 again and read John Ch.3 vv.1-16 and consider the following questions:

· How is the relationship between Christ and the Christian presented?

· How is the life of a follower of Christ presented?

Activity 14.2 

Studying a hymn

Read the lyrics of the following song based on a passage from John’s Gospel. What are the main points given in the song regarding ‘life as a follower of Christ as the beginning of eternal life’?

I am the bread of Life

He who comes to me shall not hunger 

He who believes in me shall not thirst 

No one can come to me

Unless the Father draw him

And I will raise him up (x 3) 

On the last day

I am the resurrection 

I am the life

He who believes in me 

Even if he die

He shall live forever

And I will raise him up (x 3) 

On the last day

(Suzanne Toolan)
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     Resurrection: the resurrection of Jesus as a sign of God’s promise 

                 of  resurrection for believers
Resurrection – The action of resurrecting. In Christian belief Christ’s rising from the dead and the rising of the dead at the Last Judgement.

(Concise Oxford Dictionary)

In Christianity, the belief in resurrection of all people at the last judgement is based on Jesus’ own resurrection. As the source passage on the judgement of all by Christ shows, at the Second Coming the righteous will be rewarded with life eternal.

The fact that Jesus was raised is a guarantee that the future general resurrection of humanity has begun. He is ‘the first fruits of them that slept’. Just as humanity shared in the original stain of sin in Adam and were sentenced to suffering and death, so in Christ all have the opportunity to be born again and share eternal life in him. The community of faith that has been baptised in the name of Christ shares in his death and resurrection and looks forward to being with the risen Christ (Romans 6: 1–4). The core of resurrection is that already within this world there exists a new beginning of life from God. Jesus conquers the human condition that was caused by Adam’s disobedience.

Luther saw that in some way eternal life was present here and now because the believer had believed in the resurrected, living Christ and ‘lived a new life’ as a result. Others prefer to understand the belief of resurrection as on the last day. The Creed states: ‘the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come’. Resurrection ensures a number of beliefs for Christians. These are summarised as follows:
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Activity 15.1 

Study of text

Read the following passage and link it to the Christian belief that the resurrection of Jesus is a sign of God’s promise of resurrection for believers.


Activity 15.2 

Comparison

The image of Christ as ‘Second Adam’ depends on a comparison between the consequences of his life and actions with the results of the first Adam’s life and actions. Fill in the table below documenting the differences between the two. (Think about their relationship to God, use of free will, choices and faith.)
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      Physical and spiritual understanding of resurrection

Resurrection is a gift from God. Theologians have debated over what form the resurrected body will take but all believe that there will be eternal life with God for the faithful. Much of the discussion hinges on the understanding of Jesus’ resurrection and whether it should be understood in physical, spiritual or other terms.

Jesus’ resurrection

Three perspectives on the nature of Jesus’ resurrection can be summarised as follows: (a) physical fact, (b) raising of spirit, (c) an event beyond historical categories.

(a) 
Resurrection as physical fact

The gospels all report an empty tomb on Easter morning. Mary Magdalene 

saw the risen Lord in the garden and the disciples saw him, spoke with him 

and ate with him.

‘The meaning of the resurrection requires a physical resurrection; 

otherwise Christians would have used different categories of life after death 

for their reflections.’ (N. T. Wright)

(b) Resurrection of spirit

The resurrection is a different sort of existence from an earthly resuscitated 

body. Resurrection experiences are Christ’s spirit, which survived death, 

communicating with the apostles. The disciples’ very real experiences led 

to physical interpretations of resurrection. Rudolf Bultmann saw the 

resurrection as an event in the experience of the disciples. In his opinion, 

‘to believe in the Christ present in the kerygma (proclamation of the church) 

is the meaning of Easter faith’.

‘For me the historical ground of Easter is very simple: the followers of 

Jesus, both then and now, continue to experience Jesus as a living reality 

after his death . . . The post-Easter Jesus is an experiential reality. The 

Easter stories essentially derived from the consciousness of the Church as 

they experienced Christ as Lord.’ (Marcus Borg)

(c) Resurrection beyond historical analysis

Karl Barth argued that the resurrection was not the sort of event that could 

be studied by historical enquiry. He saw that the empty tomb proved that 

the resurrection was not just a spiritual event, but this did not mean that the 

precise way a corpse was or was not brought back to life was the central 

issue either. Rather, the New Testament emphasises that the response 

required to the event was one of faith. Faith in resurrection rather than its 

historical details is what is most important.

Whatever the nature of the resurrection, as an event it anticipates the 

resurrection at the end of time and brings forward into history both that 

resurrection and the full and final revelation of God.
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Activity 16.1 

Discussion

What do you think would be the consequences for a Christian believing in

(a) a physical resurrection?

(b) a spiritual resurrection?

(c) the resurrection as an event beyond historical enquiry?
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  Judgement: human beings are called to account for their actions 

              after death
We have seen that the source passage (Matthew 25: 31 ff) spells out very clearly the basis on which judgement of the sheep and goats will be based. Actions on earth are seen to have a direct impact on the Christian’s place in the afterlife.

Judgement in the Bible

In the Old Testament, God is a just judge who rewards goodness with blessing and evil with wrath. In the New Testament the last judgement is seen as God’s final judgement on each individual according to their deeds. Christianity links ideas of judgement specifically with the person of Jesus. He is the Messiah or Christ (the anointed one) who brings the start of the Kingdom of God on earth.

The parable of the sheep and goats shows that it is one’s actions towards one’s neighbours which are central to Christian duty. However, because Jesus himself identifies with ‘the other’ as a prisoner, hungry person etc. the issue of judgement also hinges on belief and turning to Jesus as the Son of the Father. For whoever believes in the Son of the Father is promised eternal life (John 5: 22).

Activity 17.1 

Discussion

What do you understand by the concept of judgement? What, in your view, are the characteristics of judgement?
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Activity 17.2

Comparison

Modelled on the teaching, example and message of Jesus Christ (and on insights gained from the source passage’s parable of the sheep and goats) fill in the table below. List (a) right actions on which the Christian will be judged as righteous; and (b) wrong actions on which the Christian will be judged as unrighteous. Note: for both categories think of ethics, beliefs and relationship with others.
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Activity 17.3 

Study of texts

Read the following quotations from scripture and list the various human actions and beliefs which will be examined at the Last Judgement.

	New Testament text
	Action/belief counted at the Last

Judgement

	For my Father’s will is that

everyone who looks to the Son

and believes in him shall have

eternal life, and I will raise him

up on the last day. (John 6: 40)
	

	Whoever eats my flesh and drinks

my blood has eternal life, and I

will raise him up at the last day.

(John 6: 54)
	

	There is a judge for the one who

rejects me and does not accept

my words; that very word which I

spoke will condemn him at the

last day. (John 12: 48)
	

	Do not judge, and you will not be

judged. Do not condemn, and

you will not be condemned.

Forgive and you will be forgiven.

(Luke 6: 37)
	

	Do not judge, or you too will be

judged. For in the same way you

judge others, you will be judged,

and with the measure you use, it

will be measured to you.

(Matthew 7: 1)
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   Literal and symbolic understandings of heaven and hell

The consequences of judgement for the Christian are often seen in terms of two opposing realms, heaven (the place of those judged righteous) and hell (the place of those judged unrighteous). Heaven has been described in different ways in the course of Christian history. Some see it as blissful rest, others as a vision of God, and others as a holy city. All agree that in heaven all will live eternally in God’s presence and be in a loving relationship with him. Hell, in contrast, is seen as a place of torture and fire, where the unrighteous are separated from God.

Heaven – A place regarded in various religions as the abode of God or the gods and of the good after death.

(Concise Oxford Dictionary)

For Christians, heaven is the place of God where all those judged righteous on the last day will receive their eternal reward and reign with Christ in glory. Whilst the general resurrection will be at the last day, some Christians speak of individual resurrections after death, where the redeemed are with God in heaven. For example, Jesus on the cross says to the repentant robber ‘today you shall be with me in Paradise’ (Luke 23: 43).

The New Testament gives us some clues regarding the nature of heaven. Jesus calls it his ‘Father’s house’ and ‘paradise’. New Testament parables picture heaven as a communal experience (a banquet, wedding feast etc.). The Book of Revelation sees it as a heavenly Jerusalem. Revelation 22 speaks of those in heaven having access to the tree of life. This tree was the one from which Adam was forbidden to eat. Heaven therefore seems to involve a picture of paradise restored; and an image of humanity in relationship with God as originally intended. The righteous will reign with Christ, possess life everlasting, be free from suffering and enjoy eternal rest. In a similar vein Augustine in his work, The City of God, described heaven as beautiful beyond imagination and desires. Roman Catholics especially link heaven with the so-called beatific vision, a face-to-face vision of God.

Others have viewed heaven and eternal life symbolically, on the grounds that we can never know with any certainty the characteristics of life after death. Eternal life in this respect can be seen as a relationship with God that will continue. Many therefore see the beginnings of eternal life here on earth. Hans Kung stated that eternal life should view the world from a God-like perspective, promoting peace, freedom and justice. Rudolf Bultmann saw eternal life as a means of freeing oneself of the baggage of the past, wiping the slate clean, being open to possibilities in the future and offering a response of faith in Christ. Liberation theology has also put an emphasis on transformation of social and political structures in the present: trying to promote ‘heaven on earth’, and ‘life before death’ as well as after. Modern theologians often stress the quality of the life of heaven rather than any details.

Hell – Abode of evil spirits, and the place or state of eternal punishment after death for the wicked.

(Concise Oxford Dictionary)
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In Christian theology, hell is seen as the complete opposite of heaven. It is eternal separation from God. Hell translates a Hebrew term ‘Sheol’, denoting the place of the departed, and a Greek term ‘Gehenna’, which is the place of punishment for the sinful following death. According to traditional theology, souls in hell experience loss of contact with God and punishment with fire. All chances of happiness and peace are lost in hell. The New Testament pictures hell as a prison (1 Peter 3: 19) with gates and bars (Matthew 16: 18). It is the place of the lost often characterised by fire (Mark 9: 43).

Some Christians, however, have felt uneasy with the idea of hell; not least because it seems to go against the idea that God will overcome evil; also such a form of ‘justice’ seems to question the idea of an all-loving God. In 1996 the Church of England, in a report entitled The Mystery of Salvation, said that hell should be understood symbolically as annihilation. If one does not go to heaven, one becomes in effect ‘nothing’.

Purgatory (Roman Catholic)

Traditional theology holds that unrepentant sinners go to hell after this life, while the redeemed go either to heaven or to a middle stage called purgatory. According to Catholic doctrine, purgatory is a place for persons who, having died in a state of grace, still need a process of ‘purging’ from sin before entering God’s presence. Clement of Alexandria and Origen both taught that those who had died would be ‘purified through fire’ in the next life. Reformed traditions reject the notion of purgatory for its lack of basis in scripture and its inconsistency with the view that individuals are put right with God on account of faith.

Activity 18.1

Images of Heaven and Hell

Write down a definition for each of the following words or phrases in connection with the understandings of heaven and hell.

- Father’s House

- Sheol

- Gehenna

- Annihilation

- Beatific Vision

- Separation from God

- Prison

Activity 18.2

Representations of heaven and hell

Investigate how heaven and hell have been shown in any chosen film, book, picture etc. What features of each realm do they emphasise in their work?

Activity 18.4

Biblical images of heaven and hell

Investigate how heaven and hell have been shown in the Bible. What features of each realm do the passages point to ?
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Section review

Review A

The Nick of Time . . .

Get into four groups. Give each group ONE of the questions below. They have three minutes collectively to write an answer to it. After three minutes the groups must rotate their questions and answers clockwise to the next group. The groups will then have two minutes to review the question and answer in front of them – and to add anything to the answer they can think of. The same rotation happens again, but this time there is only one minute allotted for groups to add anything. At the last rotation only thirty seconds are allowed. At the end of the rotation the answers should be as full as possible. A member of each group should relay to the class the full answer to the question they had last.

Qn 1. What does Christ’s resurrection ensure for believers?

Qn 2. What is Eternal Life?

Qn 3. What varieties of understanding are there concerning resurrection?

Qn 4. What is Judgement?
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Review B

Complete the following sentences:

Eschatology literally means
.

Eternal life for the Christian is often seen as a full relationship with

for
. Christians believe in eternal life for

two reasons: first
; also, God as

parent wishes for humanity to be in
.


In Christianity resurrection denotes the resurrection of all people at the

                                                      .  The fact that



is a guarantee that the future general resurrection of humanity has

begun. Just as humanity shared in the


                                                         in Adam were sentenced to
           

and


so in Christ all have the opportunity to share



in him.

SECTION 3

The Means to Achieve these Goals

What helps to achieve the goals?


14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death – that is, the devil – 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

Source: Hebrews 2: 14–18



       Soteriology: suffering and death of Jesus are the means of 

                  salvation

Soteriology (from a Greek term soteria – meaning ‘to save’) is the name for the section of Christian theology that deals with the saving work of Christ for the world. Jesus establishes release from the human condition of sin, guilt and death by his own suffering and dying on behalf of others. Christian theology, liturgy and spirituality all hinge on the importance of salvation. Salvation is from God and accomplished by Christ. Jesus offers the opportunity of new life to all those believing in him.

Salvation in Jesus

The Christian God chooses to involve himself in human affairs in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. Christian salvation depends on Jesus’ humanity and divinity. Jesus lives a completely human life in devotion to God and dies a witness to God’s deep love for the world. Jesus is at one and the same time involved with God and involved with us. Through Jesus, death will not separate the Christian from divine love.

Images of salvation in Jesus in scripture and Christian theology 

In the New Testament and in Christian theology Jesus’ death is presented in a number of different ways. Here is a selection of these:

(a) 
The court of law
To be justified is to be judged innocent. Through Jesus’ death and through 

belief in him Christians are justified.

(b) The world of trade

‘Exchange’ is one of the basic features of human society. Redemption 

literally means ‘buying back’. New Testament writers look at purchase of 

goods and releasing of slaves as symbolic forms to represent what God 

had done for humanity. By identifying with humans in their suffering and 

death, Jesus paid a costly price and brought into being a new humanity, 

bearing his own image and committed to following his example.

The Means to Achieve these Goals

(c) Personal relationships 

This image is often used in reference to reconciliation. This is the 

restoration of the broken relationship between humanity and God.

(d) 
Worship

It was a common assumption that sacrifice established communion between God and worshippers. Sacrifice could cleanse pollution. True sacrifice, said Augustine, ‘is every act which is done to unite us to God in holy fellowship’.

(e)
 Battle

Overcoming of cosmic powers of evil (the devil, sin etc.).

Who will be saved?

There have been differences of opinion concerning the scope of salvation accomplished by Jesus. Will everyone be saved? Below are listed some of the different positions on this issue.

(a) 
Everyone
Origen defended ‘universal salvation’. Those supporting this position often

refer to the idea of all-powerful, perfect love that could not condemn a 

creature to eternal torment. In Christian history this view has often been 

seen as heretical because it goes against so many Bible passages.                 

(b)
Only believers

Augustine defended this view. Aquinas also said that faith was a necessary 

condition of salvation. However, what of Christians as opposed to those 

who hold a general belief in God? C S Lewis notes that ‘there are people in 

other religions who are being led by God’s secret influence to concentrate 

on those parts of their religion which are in agreement with Christianity and 

thus who belong to Christ without knowing it’.

(c)
Only those elected or predestined to be saved 


Calvin believed that people’s individual destinies were predestined, and he 


defended this position Biblically (see also the Atonement chapters in Berkhof and Bitesize Theology).

Activity 19.1 

Complete the following sentences:

Soteriology comes from a Greek word
meaning 

                                      . Soteriology denotes the Christian doctrine of 

                                     accomplished through the incarnation,


and
of Jesus Christ. Through Jesus’

saving acts
will no longer separate the Christian from


God’s love.

Activity 19.2

Matching

Match the ‘image’ of salvation to the correct New Testament ‘text’:

Image

	(a)
	Court of law
	Text

	(b)
	World of trade
	Text

	(c)
	Personal relationships
	Text

	(d)
	Worship
	Text

	(e)
	Battle
	Text


Text

1. 
And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body 

of Jesus Christ once and for all. (Hebrews 10: 10)

2. 
He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our 

justification. (Romans 4: 25)

3. 
When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the 

mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true, 

‘Death has been swallowed up in victory’.

(1 Corinthians 15: 54)

4. You were bought with a price. Therefore honour God with your body.

(1 Corinthians 6: 20)

5. All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave 

us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to 

himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has 

committed to us the message of reconciliation. (2 Corinthians 5: 18–19)

Activity 19.3

Berkhof “A Summary of Christian Doctrine” Ch.17

Answer questions 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 9, 10, 11, 12

Int 2   Bitesize Theology Ch.8 & questions

Also Read Bitesize Theology Ch.18

Activity 19.4

True or false? Write down the true statements and a corrected version of the false ones.

· The image of trade and exchange illustrates Jesus’ triumph over sin and the 

          cosmic powers of evil. 

· Origen taught that only believers would be saved. 

· Aquinas saw faith as necessary for salvation. 

· Calvin rejected the idea of people being ‘predestined’ for salvation or eternal 

          torment. 

The Means to Achieve these Goals


                Different understandings of Christ’s role in salvation


He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.









(Hebrews 2: 17–18)

The source passage from Hebrews notes that Jesus offered atonement to God for the sins of the people. Christianity has different understandings of Christ’s role in salvation but often these different interpretations are put under the heading of ‘atonement’.

What is atonement?

Atonement – Reparation for a wrong or injury. In Christian theology the reconciliation of God and mankind through the death of Jesus Christ. 

(Concise Oxford Dictionary)

Atonement literally means ways in which God and humanity can be ‘at one’ again. It is the means by which a sinful person can be forgiven and reconciled to God. Christians understand that Jesus offered the perfect atonement on the cross for humanity’s sins. Sin had estranged humanity from God, but Jesus’ action for salvation meant that humanity and God could be ‘at-one-ment’ again.

In the Old Testament, animals were sacrificed for atonement. These were offered by the high priest in the temple for reconciliation between the human and God. Our source passage from Hebrews takes this metaphor but shows Christ to be both high priest (offering the sacrifice) and sacrificial offering (dying himself). The stain of sin is washed away by Jesus’ sinless blood. New Testament authors variously present Christ giving his life as ‘a ransom for many’ (Mark 10: 45) and preach that Christ died ‘for our sins’ (1 Corinthians 15: 3).

The Means to Achieve these Goals

Different models of the atonement

Christian thinkers throughout the ages have offered different interpretations of how 

Christ’s action on the cross can be understood.



Atonement theories



(a)
 Payment to forces of ‘evil’

The idea that the event is the payment of some kind to the forces of evil.

 Gregory of Nyssa (330–395) described the devil thinking he was getting a good deal by taking Jesus as a ransom. However, the devil was tricked 

because he was unaware of the divinity of Jesus.

(b) Sacrifice restores God’s reputation threatened by sin 

Anselm (1033–1109) saw the sacrifice of Jesus restoring God’s reputation that was insulted by humanity’s sin.

(c) God’s acceptance of Jesus’ death as repayment of humanity 

God freely decides to accept this event as a repayment of humanity’s dues to him.

(d) Jesus suffers in place of humanity

Jesus suffers in place of humanity. This understanding is commonly found in hymns. ‘These sufferings were declared to be on account of sin, not his 

own, but ours. He bore our sins’ (Charles Hodge, 1797–1878).

(e) Jesus shows the perfect life

Jesus is sent to exemplify for us the perfect life. Abelard (1079– 1142) saw Christ’s death as a demonstration of God’s love that makes sinners repent 

and love God.
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Some different ideas on the nature of salvation

In addition to different atonement theories, different explanations of the precise nature of salvation in Christ have also been suggested. Here are just two of these.

· Redemption as ‘deification’

      ‘Deification’, becoming God-like, is central to Orthodox theology.

· Political liberation

     The salvation promised by Christ is a social and political one: freedom to 

      captives, food to the hungry etc. Some modern liberation theologians see that 

      salvation must be sought in the present world, including moves to combat 

      oppressive economic structures and world conflict.

Activity 20.1

Complete the following sentences:

Atonement literally means


It is the means by which a sinful person can be


                                              . In the source passage Jesus is presented as both

                                      and
. Through his sacrifice the stain of

                                          is washed away by his sinless                   
.
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Activity 20.2

Fill in the blanks

	Atonement theory
	Meaning of atonement theory

	
	The idea that the event is the

payment of some kind of a ransom

to the forces of evil.

	Sacrifice restores God’s

honour that was shamed by sin
	

	
	God freely decides to accept this

event as a repayment of humanity’s

dues to him.

	Jesus suffers as a substitute

for us
	

	
	Jesus is sent to exemplify for us the

perfect life.


Activity 20.3 

Key words

Consider the following words / phrases and provide a definition for them in reference to different understandings of Christ’s role in salvation.

Reconciliation

Sacrifice

Substitute

Deification

Mercy / Justice

Redemption

The Means to Achieve these Goals


                 The church

‘Church’ is a translation of the Greek word ekklesia meaning assembly. The study of the church is called ecclesiology. Whilst ‘church’ can refer to a church building, its true meaning is the Christian community, both local and across the world. The Scottish term kirk is from the Greek kuriakos meaning ‘belonging to the Lord’. A powerful image of the church in the New Testament is given in 1 Peter 2: 9, where the church is presented as ‘a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people’.

Visible and invisible church

Roman Catholics see the church as a ‘visible’ body. In addition to the ‘visible’ church in this world, there is also the ‘invisible’ church of those who have died in faith or, in Reformed traditions, the invisible church community of those who will be saved or who have made a personal commitment of faith.

‘the church is in history, but at the same time she transcends it. It is only with the eyes of faith that one can see her in her visible reality and at the same time in her spiritual reality as bearer of divine life.’

(Catechism of the Catholic Church).

‘The visible church is a society made up of all such as in all ages and places of the world who profess the true religion and their children, . . . the invisible church is the whole number of the elect that have been, are, or shall be gathered into one under Christ the head.’

(Westminster Confession of Faith)

Recent reflections on the church

In recent times there has been a lot of consideration by major denominations (Catholics, Protestants and Orthodox) of the concept of the church. This is in no small part due to increasing dialogue between denominations. In the twentieth century many wanted to show the church as the ‘Body of Christ’ in the world. Others saw the church as a sacrament in the world, an idea that was promoted particularly by the Orthodox Church. The Roman Catholic view forwarded in Vatican II (1965) was less institutional and saw the church as the ‘People of God’.

Images of the church

In trying to understand the nature of the church, various denominations have produced images of the church. A selection of these is presented below.

(a) 
The church as divine society: This notion has been popular in Roman 

 
Catholic thought. It sees the church as a body that identifies the Kingdom 

of God with the rule of some over others. The church has divine authority to 

make rules and enforce laws and teaching. Vatican I saw the church as 

distinct from all human societies, and standing far above them.
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(b) The church as sacrament: Vatican II forwarded the image of the church as 

a universal sacrament of salvation. It operated as a symbol of divine–

human communication in the world. The concept of church as sacrament 

allowed everyone participating in sacraments of the church to be included 

in the vision of the church, not  just those in positions of authority.

(c) The church as communion: We have already seen that in worship 

fellowship (or koinonia) is central.  Ecumenical (or inter​denominational) 

discussions have found this image particularly useful. Vatican II supported 

the image. Luther also had stressed communion with Christ and saints 

through baptism. Orthodox theologians defend the idea of church as 

communion, indeed they see the presence of the Holy Spirit in celebrations 

of communion. It seems that the notion of communion is really important to 

ecumenical understandings of the church.

Activity 21.1

Discussion
It has been seen that one of the most powerful images of the church in the New Testament is found in 1 Peter 2: 9, where the church is presented as ‘a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people’. What do you think is meant by these various images?

Activity 21.2   Higher

Berkhof “A Summary of Christian Doctrine” Ch. 23

Answer questions 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, 9, 12, 13.

The Means to Achieve these Goals



   Christian community as a means of building the kingdom of God

The meaning of ‘kingdom’ is ‘rule’ or ‘sovereignty’ or ‘kingship’: thus ‘the kingdom of God’ looks forward to God’s full rule on earth. The Lord’s Prayer asks for ‘Your [God’s] kingdom come, Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven’. For this reason in Christian history the kingdom has become the great symbol of divine–human community where love should be shown to everyone. The church should be an example of what life in the future kingdom will be like.

Kingdom of God in the New Testament

We have already seen (in our study of the parable of the mustard seed) that the kingdom of God was a central part of Jesus’ message. We have also seen that it had both present (kingdom here and now) and future (kingdom yet to come) elements. The kingdom is present now but, to use the imagery of the mustard seed, it is hidden in the earth. It is still waiting for growth and for God’s coming at the end of time. The community of believers is the kingdom present; they are called to act as if they were already members of the kingdom of God. Jesus’ guidelines about life in the kingdom, should be the guidelines for the Christian community’s life on earth. In the meantime the community of believers must keep alive the hope for the final coming of the kingdom.

Church as kingdom of God in Christian history

Augustine first identified the church with the kingdom of God. He contrasted this reign with ‘the kingdom of the devil’. Other writers followed him in equating the church’s hierarchy with God’s rule, but others today tend to speak of the kingdom as a realm where the church’s ethics and values are lived according to God’s will.

The vocation and mission of the church has also been seen in terms of its identity as the kingdom of God. Vatican II declared the church as ‘the initial budding of the kingdom’ and saw it as the tool by which the gospel would be proclaimed and sins could be forgiven. This is an ecumenical vision. The mission of the community of faith is to the kingdom of God on earth. The community of believers is a sign of God’s presence in the world. The church mediates divine grace and is itself a communal expression of the union that is intended in the kingdom between humanity and God.

There are important ethical implications for the community of believers being a template of the kingdom of God on earth. Jesus’ call to us to love everyone including our enemies, to give everything away for the sake of the kingdom and work to combat social and political oppression has offered a powerful vision of the kingdom for the community of believers. The idea of the kingdom of God as an ideal society, characterised by equality, justice and truth has been gaining prominence. The kingdom of God has been used as the basis for programmes of social renewal.

The Means to Achieve these Goals

Activity 22.1

Complete the following sentences:

The meaning of ‘kingdom’ is
or
 or

                                            . ‘The kingdom of God’ therefore should be understood 

as God’s
. The first theologian to identify 

the
with the kingdom of God was

                                 . He saw the kingdom of God as the direct opposite to the 

kingdom of
.



  Christian community as a foretaste of the kingdom of God on earth

We have already seen that the community of believers, through their ethical lives, mission and actions, build the kingdom of God on earth. Another related aspect of the community of faith’s identity is itself to become a foretaste of the kingdom of God on earth. The kingdom of God, as seen in the parable of the mustard seed, has already broken into human history in Jesus’ mission, life and death and should be shown in the lives of those believing in and following him.

The Means to Achieve these Goals

Christian community as a foretaste of the kingdom on earth 

Augustine, as we have seen, compared the kingdom of God to the church and contrasted this with the kingdom of the devil. In his writings he used the metaphor of two cities. The first was the city of God; this was the image of the kingdom of God. The second city was the city of the world; this was an evil political and social situation on earth. Augustine noted that the motivations of each city were extremely different, and that consequently there were tensions between them. This tension would only be resolved when the city of God was established fully. He saw this story as a means to tell the Christian community that they must reach out from the cities of the world and be confident to oppose oppressive structures and wrong beliefs. They should be sure in the hope of the resurrection of Christ that they as a community are a foretaste of God’s kingdom on earth.

In a book called Theology of Hope (1967), Jurgen Moltmann has also emphasised the importance of a perspective of the final establishment of God’s rule on earth. He saw this offered hope as a central motivating factor in Christian life and community. If the community of faith could see itself as a vision of the renewal of a sinful and fallen humanity then they could be witnesses to the grace and love of God on earth. They, in effect, would be a foretaste of the kingdom of God and they would keep hope alive for its final coming.

Activity 23.1 

Discussion

· What do you think is meant by a ‘foretaste’ of something? (Look up the term 

          in the dictionary if you are unfamiliar with it.) Do ‘foretastes’ share in the 

          thing that is expected? If so, how?

Activity 23.2

Complete the following sentences:

                                            used the metaphor of two cities. The first was the city 


of
; this was the image of the kingdom of God. The

second city was the city of the
; this was the

                                                   and                                            situation on earth. 

The tensions between the cities would only be resolved when the 

                                                               was established fully.


The Means to Achieve these Goals

Review        Answers in a box

Everyone should attempt to write down an answer for the following questions on separate pieces of paper. Then put everyone’s answers for each question in a box together. Pick out answers randomly and read them to the class. Let the class collectively decide what question the answer is responding to, and whether anything needs to be added to the answer.

· What is the means of salvation from a Christian perspective?

· Who will be saved?

· What are the different models of atonement in Christian tradition?

· What is the purpose of the church?

What practices help to achieve the goals?

Source Passages:

1 Corinthians 11

23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remem​brance of me.’ 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Ro. 6:3,4
3Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.


    Sacrament: an outward sign of God’s grace

Defining ‘sacrament’

Sacrament comes from the Latin word ‘sacramentum’, which was used to translate the Greek word for ‘mystery’. Sacraments were seen as the means by which Christians could participate in the ‘mystery of Christ’. In Christianity ‘sacrament’ is used to denote symbolic actions in which central elements of the Christian faith are enacted. Also, in some cases sacrament refers to actions that transmit divine grace to those to whom the sacrament is administered.

Sacraments are actions of the Holy Spirit at work in his body, the church. They are the ‘masterworks of God’ in the new and everlasting covenant. 

(Catechism of the Catholic Church)

A sacrament is a holy ordinance instituted by Christ, wherein, by sensible signs, Christ, and the benefits of the new covenant, are represented, sealed, and applied to believers. The sacraments of the New Testament are Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.                (Westminster Confession of Faith)

Range of sacraments

Augustine defined a sacrament as a ‘visible form of invisible grace’. He used the word in reference to the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer.

However, by the twelfth century, Christianity had narrowed the meaning of sacrament to those actions established by Christ.

Peter Lombard, in the Middle Ages, identified seven sacraments:

(1) Baptism, (2) Confirmation, (3) Eucharist, (4) Penance, (5) Anointing of the Sick, (6) Holy Orders, (7) Matrimony. The Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches today still accept these seven sacraments. So does the Church of England; however, it distinguishes between Baptism and Eucharist as sacraments instituted by Christ and the remaining five as ‘sacraments of the church’. Most Protestant traditions accept only two sacraments – Baptism and Eucharist. Baptists call these two sacraments ‘ordinances’. Some (e.g. the Salvation Army) do not admit even these as central Christian rituals.

Purpose of sacraments

Anthropologists of religion have long recognised the importance of rituals in making a believer’s whole life reflect sacredness. We have seen that some people understand the church as sacramental. It seems that there are a variety of ways of understanding the purpose of sacraments. Listed below are just a few of these:

(a) 
Sacraments give grace

Many see sacraments as effecting grace; others see them more as 

signs.

(b) Sacraments help faith

This idea was important in the Reformation. The sacraments mediated, 

through material objects, the promises of God. Luther stated, ‘In order 

that we might be certain of this promise of Christ, and truly rely on it 

without any doubt, God has given us the most precious and costly pledge 

– Christ’s true body and blood, given under the bread and wine.’

(c) Sacraments develop fellowship

It is a known fact that shared actions often develop strong ties between 

people. In Augustine’s opinion this fellowship was an important part of 

the sacraments. In his words, ‘ In no religion . . . can people be held 

together in association, unless they are gathered together with some 

common share in some visible signs or sacraments’.

(d) 
Sacraments remind Christians of God’s promises


Luther spoke of sacrament as a testament or promise of God. By 

remembering the death of Christ in the Eucharist, the community of faith

was also reminded of their forgiveness and promise of eternal life in Jesus.

The Means to Achieve these Goals

Activity 24.1

Answer the following questions

· List the seven sacraments recognised by the medieval church and accepted 

      in Roman Catholic and Orthodox traditions today.

· Provide a definition of all these seven sacraments.

· Why did reformers reduce the seven sacraments to two?

Activity 24.2 

Words

Provide a definition of each in reference to Christian sacraments.

Sacrament

Symbol / Sign

Grace

Develop Fellowship

Reminder of God’s Promise

Activity 24.3

Write a paragraph on “The Purpose of Sacraments”.



The Means to Achieve these Goals



Baptism: a sign of new life, of repentance and a means of 

forgiveness

For we were all baptised by one Spirit into one body – whether Jews or

 Greeks, slave or free – and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.








(1 Corinthians 12: 13)

Defining baptism

Baptism: The Christian rite of sprinkling water on to a person’s forehead or of immersing him in water, symbolising purification or regeneration and admission to the Christian Church.

(Concise Oxford Dictionary)

Through baptism we are freed from sin and reborn . . . we become members of Christ, are incorporated into the Church and made sharers in her mission. 

(Catechism of the Catholic Church)

Baptism is a sacrament where in the washing with water in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, doth signify and seal our ingrafting into Christ, and partaking of the benefits of the covenant of grace, and our engagement to be the Lord’s.

(Westminster Confession of Faith)

Baptism is the translation of a Greek word baptizein, which literally means ‘to wash’. Baptism is a sacrament that involves either the pouring of water on a person’s head or total immersion and a blessing in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It is used as a rite of initiation (entry) into the Christian community.

Baptism in the New Testament

St Paul compares the rite of baptism with a symbolic death and resurrection with Christ. As believers descend into the water, they wash away their old self and as they rise from the water they are in effect raised as new people, or born again. In the ancient world, water was often used in various rites as a symbol of purification. John the Baptist, for example, preached a baptism of repentance. Repentance often translates the Greek word metanoia, meaning change. It involves acceptance of the challenge to human beings to respond to God’s call; they are to ‘repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand’. Jesus himself was baptised, but this was to commission him to proclaim the Kingdom of God.

Just as circumcision had been the rite of initiation in Judaism, baptism became the rite of initiation into Christianity. Baptism involved the gift of the Holy Spirit being bestowed on the believer. It was a ritual done in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit from earliest times.

The Means to Achieve these Goals

Christian understandings of baptism

Augustine saw baptism as removing the stain of original sin. He saw the Holy Spirit at baptism giving sanctification through grace. These effects could not be reversed and therefore the rite needed only to be done once. Reformation theologians sought to combine the importance of baptism with their belief in salvation and justification by faith alone. Luther, for example, saw baptism as a promise of divine grace, after which sins no longer are imputed to the believer. Calvin saw baptism as a rite only necessary for believers, since without faith it was worthless.

It is obvious that there are a number of different denominational perspectives on the meaning and practice of baptism. The World Council of Churches in 1992 produced a statement that tried to emphasise common ‘Christian’ understandings of baptism. Their conclusions can be summarised in the following way.

Baptism is . . .

· a participation in the death and resurrection of Christ

· a washing away of sin

· a new birth in Christ

· a renewal by the Holy Spirit

· the experience of salvation

· a freedom from prison

· a new humanity in which barriers and divisions are overcome

· a sign of common discipleship.

Infant and adult baptism

One of the main differences between Christian understandings and practices of baptism involves the differences between those who baptise infants and those that reserve the rite for adults who have made a conscious decision to turn to Christian faith. Often full immersion is used in adult rites.

The practice of infant baptism (paedobaptism) is not found in the New Testament, but seems to have developed from the analogy between baptism and other rites of initiation which were often practised on babies (for example, circumcision). There are at least three identifiable positions on the status of infant baptism. They are summarised below.

(a) 
Infant baptism washes away the stain of original sin

Augustine was a defendant of the practice of infant baptism on account of the fact that all people, including babies, were stained with original sin, and Christ was the saviour of everyone.

The Means to Achieve these Goals

(b) Infant baptism illustrates fellowship between God and members of the 

          Christian community

If sacraments affirm unity and enforce community, then infant baptism includes children in the community of faith. Jesus himself preached that the Kingdom of God belonged to little ones, so the importance of children in the Christian community of faith should not be underestimated.

(c) Infant baptism should be rejected

Tertullian (160–225) said that baptism should be reserved for those old enough to make a conscious decision to turn to Christ and be born again in him. Similar sentiments were declared in the Radical Reformation in the sixteenth century and in Baptist churches in England. All these rejected infant baptism. They saw baptism not as causing forgiveness, but rather a declaration of something that had already taken place. A ‘believer’s baptism’ is a public declaration of faith on the part of a converted individual. Babies are not capable of making decisions such as these for themselves.

Activity 25.1 

Research

Research the liturgies and practices for baptism services according to different denominations. What are the main points and beliefs illustrated in each?

Activity 25.2 

True or false? Write the true sentences and corrected versions of the false ones.

· Baptism is a translation of the Greek word metanoia that denotes 

         repentance. 

· Augustine saw baptism as removing the stain of original sin. 

· Calvin saw baptism as a rite only necessary for believers, since without faith 

          it was worthless. 

· The Roman Catholic Church baptises adults with full immersion in water. 

· Infant baptism is presented in the New Testament. 

Activity 25.3    Higher

Berkhof “A Summary of Christian Doctrine” Ch. 26

Answer questions 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 10, 11, 12, 13

The Means to Achieve these Goals



Eucharist: origins of the Last Supper, different understandings of the 

Eucharist in Christian thought


‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new cov​enant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

  (1 Corinthians 11: 24–26)

Defining Eucharist

Eucharist – The Christian service, ceremony, or sacrament commemorating the Last Supper, in which bread and wine are consecrated and consumed.

(Concise Oxford English Dictionary)

Eucharist comes from the Greek word eukharistia meaning ‘thanksgiving’. Just as Jesus gave thanks at the Last Supper, so also Christians offer thanksgiving to God at the Eucharist. At the Eucharist Christians remember Jesus’ death and are united in him through the bread and wine. Eucharist is also known as Holy Communion or the Lord’s Supper or, for Catholics, Mass. The word communion is often used to denote the sharing of emotions and thoughts. So all those who share in the bread and wine are participating in an intense ‘sharing’ experience with other Christians, with Jesus and with God.

‘A memorial of his death and resurrection, a sacrament of love, a sign of unity, a bond of charity, a Paschal banquet in which Christ is consumed, the mind is filled with grace, and a pledge of future glory is given to us.’

(Catholic Catechism)

‘The Lord’s Supper is a sacrament wherein by giving and receiving bread and wine the worthy receivers . . . by faith, are made partakers of his body and blood, with all his benefits, to their spiritual nourishment, and growth in g race.’

(Westminster Confession of Faith)

Eucharist in the New Testament

In the gospels, shortly before his death, Jesus is presented sharing a Passover meal with his disciples. At that meal he thanked God and blessed bread and wine and distributed them to his friends. He identified the bread as his body and the wine as his blood, and asked his friends to repeat his actions and words ‘in memory’ of him. It is often said that because the Last Supper was a Passover meal in which a paschal lamb was sacrificed, the early Christian church would have seen Jesus’ words in sacrificial terms. The New Testament shows the earliest Christian communities following this instruction and breaking bread in the name of Jesus (Acts 2: 46). Our source passage from St Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians shows an early Christian community following the ritual instituted by Christ as witness to the ‘new covenant’ in him.

Christian understandings of the Eucharist

Throughout Christian history, the Eucharist has always been central to imagining the community of faith as the body of Christ in the world. Theologians have emphasised the element of ‘remembrance’ as central to an understanding of the Eucharist and the commemoration of the new covenant, the relationship between God and humanity in Jesus through his death and resurrection.

There has been a lot of debate about the way in which the bread and wine should be understood as the body and blood of Christ. Aquinas and Roman Catholic tradition see that these material elements are changed into the actual body and blood of Christ at consecration. This is called transubstantiation, or ‘the real presence’ of Christ in the bread and wine. Reformed traditions do not share this view. They see that the physical bread and wine remain the same at consecration, but are also the body and blood of Christ through faith and grace. This position is known as consubstantiation: the bread and wine co-exist with the body and blood of Christ. Luther supported this position. Other interpretations were also proposed at the Reformation, including seeing the bread and wine as commemorative, symbolic or important for the spiritual strength of the believer.

Activity 26.1

Complete the following sentences

Eucharist comes from the Greek word
meaning

                                         . Eucharist is also known as                                or

or for Catholics
. The

Eucharist is based on the events of the
 that Jesus 

celebrated with his disciples. It is understood that the Last Supper was a 

                                                       hence its association with ideas of sacrifice.


Activity 26.2 

Write a paragraph outlining the various purposes of the celebration of Eucharist.

Activity 26.3   Higher

Berkhof “A Summary of Christian Doctrine” Ch.27

Answer questions 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10

Activity 26.4

Discussion question

• 
Define and explain the differences between transubstantiation and 

consubstantiation.


 Christian action in the world: all Christians are called to put faith into 

 action in their lives

Christian action in the world

Christian faith in action (Greek praxis, meaning action, doing), embraces all those deeds that are directed towards a transformation of attitudes, conditions, social and political regimes that do not live up to Christian ideals. At the heart of the Christian faith is an encounter with God through Jesus. Jesus’ ministry taught that whenever a good deed was done to the least in the world, it was done to him. Christians therefore have a duty to see the image of God in every human, no matter what their race, colour, creed or status in life. Furthermore, Christian ideals and their liberating vision of the world and kingdom of God should be demonstrated and encountered in practical changes within the world.

Following Jesus’ example of action in the world

Christians are called to live out their faith in the world through following the example and actions of Jesus Christ. His mission was addressed to the marginal in society. He healed the sick and identified himself with the needy (prisoners, hungry, blind, lame, deaf, dumb, outcast). He stressed the importance of love for everyone.

Christians must follow the example of Jesus and actively work against anything that separates human beings from one another. This includes prejudice on the basis of religion, race, gender, social class, sexuality or disability. As St Paul said in one of his letters: ‘There is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for all are one in Christ Jesus’ (Galatians 3: 28). We have seen that Christians believe that each individual is created in the image of God and that this leads them to have a very high opinion of all human life. Also, as shown in the parable of the Good Samaritan, the Christian is called to recognise and reach out to every person as a neighbour – including those who are (nominally) enemies.

We have also seen that social action within the world will have consequences at the Last Judgement. The parable of Lazarus and the Rich Man illustrated this point well. So too did the teaching on the separation of the sheep (those who helped the prisoners, hungry, naked etc.) and the goats (those who ignored the needs of others). Christians have a duty to take action on behalf of the poor and the marginalised. Rough figures estimate that 20 per cent of the world’s population live in the ‘first’ world and use up 80 per cent of the world’s resources. The other 80 per cent of the world’s peoples live in developing countries and only have access to 20 per cent of the world’s resources. Christians have a duty to supply basic needs to all people (food, healthcare, housing, education) and to actively campaign against all forms and causes of oppression. Christian values can often be pitted against the ‘oppressive’ values of the world.

	Christian values and duties
	Negative world situations

	Christians defend peace
	Often developing countries suffer as

a result of war

	Christians must have a proper

attitude to wealth, not a greedy

or selfish one
	Often poverty is connected with the

selfish, exploitative desires of the rich

	Christians believe each person

is the image of God and should

have their rights defended and

be treated justly
	Often poverty is a result of

oppression and injustice on the part

of political and social regimes

	Christians are promised and

called to proclaim a liberating

message. Jesus himself

declared ‘I have been anointed

to preach good news to the poor’
	Poverty and social injustice are

sometimes accepted as the norm

(child labour, sweatshops etc.) and

little action is taken to improve

the situation.



One particularly important movement in Christian praxis in recent times has been the development of Liberation Theology. This is a movement that has encouraged theologians to put Christian ideas into practice. It arose in Latin America and urged believers to stand alongside those suffering oppression and poverty. Often social ills can be ‘depersonalising’. ‘The poor’ can become a mass label that makes individuals feel they are ‘non-persons’ without meaning or purpose. Gustavo Gutierrez’s mission in this regard is as follows: ‘Our question is how to tell the non-person, the non-human that God is love, and that this love make us all brothers and sisters.’ Gutierrez encouraged Christians to stand alongside the poor in solidarity. In his words, such action ‘is a protest against poverty. . . . It is a poverty lived not for its own sake, but rather as an authentic imitation of Christ; it is poverty which means taking on the sinful human condition to liberate humankind from sin and all its consequences.’ Liberation Theology defends the idea that faith must have a practical application in the world.

There are also a number of Christian organisations that operate and give aid on the basis of Jesus’ example. These include CAFOD (Catholic Agency for Overseas Development), Tearfund and Christian Aid. Christian Aid’s campaign slogan ‘We believe in life before death’ shows that the Christian message of liberation must impact upon the world in the present. Just as the church is a template of the kingdom in the world, so Christian actions must promote ideals of the kingdom in the present. Their mission statement witnesses to this calling:

We believe this commitment, above all to a strategy of justice, is required of us by our Christian faith which also requires us to look beyond a world that is fair to a kingdom that is more fair; beyond the power of the strong to strength made perfect in weakness; beyond justice to forgiveness and reconciliation.

Closer to home, initiatives such as Scottish Churches Housing Association comprises 13 denominations all working together to offer comfort and dignity to homeless people; this exhibits a similar vision. By developing local initiatives, campaigning for better deals for the homeless and ‘promoting practical support for homeless people as a integral part of outreach and pastoral ministry’ this movement seeks to live out Christian ideals in Scotland.

The Salvation Army provides another powerful example of corporate action in the world as a result of faith. It is both a church and a charity that provides humanitarian aid in over 100 countries. In May 1912 William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army, made the following speech, which sums up the call of many Christian charities that seek to put faith into practical action in the world and fight all systems that promote prejudice, discrimination, injustice and poverty.

While women weep, as they do now, I’ll fight;
When little children go hungry, as they do now, I’ll fight;
While men go to prison, in and out, in and out, as they do now, I’ll fight;
While there is one drunkard left,
While there is a poor lost girl on the streets,
While their remains one dark soul without the light of God,
I’ll fight, I’ll fight to the very end.

The Means to Achieve these Goals

Activity 27.1  Write a paragraph on:



Activity 27.2 

Discussion questions

· What is prejudice and discrimination and what forms do they take? Can you think 

of contemporary examples of prejudice in your society? How do you think a 

Christian is called to react to such perspectives?

· Why should Christians become involved in social issues and act against 

injustice and oppression in our own society and abroad?

Activity 27.3

“ Christian faith is nothing without social action.’

Give examples to agree or disagree with this statement.



Lay and ordained Christian ministry; examples of action against 

social injustice (poverty and oppression)

Defining ministry

Ministry – The action of ministering to someone. The vocation or office of a minister of religion, special service to others provided by the Christian Church.

(The Concise Oxford Dictionary)

‘Ministry’ is a word that denotes ‘service’ to others and response to their needs. Senior members of government are often referred to as ministers, because they serve the needs of the country. In Christianity, just as an ordained clergyman serves his or her Church, so ordinary Christians are called to serve and minister to all people. Most importantly this follows Christ’s example of serving others in his ministry.

Ordained ministry

‘The ministry’ is often a phrase applied to those people that have been ordained as a priest or are part of the clergy in Christian communities. Ordination is a ritual whereby a person is set apart from others to carry out a vocation of service as a priest. Roman Catholics, as seen in the unit on sacraments, see ordination as a sacrament.

Lay ministry

The word ‘lay’ comes from the Greek word, laos, which means people. A lay person is a Christian who is not ordained as a priest. However, the word itself can be used in two different ways. In one sense lay ministry is the action of any Christian person in the world. As we saw in the New Testament passage from 1 Peter 2: 9 (see page 67), the whole Christian community is called a ‘priesthood of believers’, therefore the place of all people in the church as regards ministry is really important. In another sense a lay minister may be trained for a particular job, readership or youth work for example, within a parish.

Examples of ‘ministries’ against social injustice

In the previous unit ideas of how Christian faith should be put into action within the world were explored. Here, three individual ministries (both lay and ordained) are outlined: Martin Luther King, Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Mother Teresa. These are three exceptional individuals who have embodied Christian principles within their lives and whose work has brought enormous benefits to the poor, oppressed and marginal of the world.

(a) 
Martin Luther King (1929–68)

‘I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.’

‘Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.’

Martin Luther King was an American Baptist minister who lived out his Christian faith through leadership in the civil rights movement. He peaceably campaigned to outlaw discrimination against Black Americans. He led the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and championed non-violent opposition against segregated public transport in the State of Georgia, opposed the Vietnam war and campaigned against poverty, organising a march in Washington DC in 1963. He was instrumental in getting legislation passed on civil and voting rights. As a result he was awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace. Many of King’s famous speeches echoed biblically inspired teaching and images. In one of his speeches he compared himself to the biblical prophet Moses, glimpsing the Promised Land. He stated on the day before he was assassinated ‘I may not get there [the promised land] with you but we as a people will get to the Promised Land’. Martin Luther King was assassinated in 1968 whilst on a mission to support striking workers in Memphis.

(b) 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu (1931– )

‘We may be surprised at the people we find in heaven. God has a soft spot for sinners. His standards are quite low.’

Archbishop Desmond Tutu was the Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town, South Africa, and the first black man to hold that position. He has been a prominent anti-apartheid campaigner and supporter of non-violence, instead calling for economic sanctions against South Africa. He acted as chairman of the Truth and Reconciliation Committee (1995–1998). He won the Nobel Prize for Peace in 1984. He is a man who has devoted his whole life to the ministry of peace and justice.

(c) 
Mother Teresa (1910–1997)
‘The biggest disease today is not leprosy or tuberculosis, but rather the feeling of being unwanted, uncared for and deserted by everybody.’

‘By blood and origin I am Albanian. My citizenship is Indian. I am a Catholic nun. As to my calling, I belong to the whole world. As to my heart, I belong entirely to the heart of Jesus.’

Mother Teresa was a Roman Catholic nun sent to Calcutta to teach in a school for well-to-do children. But she was struck by the poverty of the city and left her order to go and live in the slums of Calcutta amongst the poor and destitute. She opened schools, health centres and rehabilitation centres, as well as orphanages for disabled and unwanted children. Eventually she founded a new order of nuns, called the Missionaries of Charity, who still today wear a sari-like habit and can be found across the world working amongst the poor of society. She had a profound faith, and continued to defend traditional Catholic doctrine on issues such as birth control and abortion. Her devotion to the poor in India and elsewhere touched the whole world. She was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979 and in 1989 received the Star of India. When she died she was given a state funeral in honour of her great humanitarian work. The Roman Catholic Church has ‘beatified’ her, a significant step along the way to making her a saint.

Activity 28.1 

A popular Christian worship song is entitled ‘The Servant King’ to express Christ’s ministry of serving. In what ways could a Christian ministry (ordained or lay) embody some of the ideals set out in these lyrics?

From heaven you came, helpless babe,
Entered our World, your glory veiled;
Not to be served, but to serve
And give your life that we might live.

This is our God, the servant king.
He calls us now to follow him,
To bring our lives as a daily offering
Of worship to the servant king.

So let us learn how to serve
And in our lives enthrone him,

Each other’s needs to prefer, 

For it is Christ we are serving    
(Graham Kendrick)

Activity 28.2 

Booklet

Research the life of a person who presents a Christian response to social oppression. Produce a booklet on them, their life, their mission, their Christian beliefs and their achievements in the social and political realm.

The Means to Achieve these Goals

Section review

Review A

Get into four groups. Give each group ONE of the questions below. They have three minutes to collectively write an answer to it. After three minutes the groups must rotate their questions and answers clockwise to the next group. The groups will then have two minutes to review the question and answer in front of them – and to add anything to the answer they can think of. The same rotation happens again, but this time there is only one minute allotted for groups to add anything. At the last rotation only thirty seconds are allowed. At the end of the rotation the answers should be as full as possible. A member of each group should relay to the class the full answer to the question they had last.

Qn 1. What is the definition and purpose of a sacrament?

Qn 2. What is the significance of baptism (either infant and adult) for a 

                   Christian?

Qn 3. What is the purpose and significance of Eucharist for a Christian?

Qn 4. What is ministry? Give specific examples.

Review B

Complete the following sentences:

Sacrament comes from the Latin word
that was used
to translate the Greek word for mystery. In Christianity sacrament is used to denote
 actions in which elements of the Christian 

faith are enacted. Some think sacraments in themselves transmit divine _______
.

Baptism enacts the believer’s
and


with Christ. Eucharist literally means
. It

commemorates the
 given by God through Jesus and
unites believers. Roman Catholic tradition sees the bread and wine 

into the actual body and blood of Christ at consecration. This is known as


. Reformed traditions
see the bread and wine as material elements representing the body and blood of

Christ.

APPENDIX

Online sources

http://www.christianitytoday.com 
This is an interesting site that provides good links and discussion of contemporary issues in Christianity.

www.iclnet.ord/pub/resources/christian-books
Links to Bible commentaries and classic Christian texts including Augustine and Aquinas.

www.christianityonline.co.uk
This site offers a gateway to links with a variety of Christian websites.

www.iclnet.org
The Internet Christian library, offering a wealth of links to statements of faith, denominational documents etc.

www.bbc.co.uk/religion /religions /
This is the link to the widely acclaimed BBC Religion and Ethics page. It provides information on the characteristics, beliefs and history of Christianity and other faiths, along with information regarding contemporary debates etc.

www.carm.org/dictionary.html
This is an online Christian theology dictionary. It covers areas such as Christian doctrine, creeds, confessions, evangelism etc.
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Glossary

As definitions of specific terms have been given throughout these support materials, here only a brief selection of additional words is presented.

Agape

  Greek word for ‘love’. It is often cited as the supreme Christian virtue .

Atonement

involves:

· the ‘covering’ of sin

· the reconciliation of God and man

This is achieved by the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Christ’s death is believed to be substitutionary. He died in place of sinners, taking the punishment for their sins.

In the Old Testament substitutionary sacrifices of animals were offered to God. These are believed to prefigure the ultimate sacrifice of Christ, which renders any further sacrifice unnecessary. Heb.9:13-26 presents atonement in Christ as a completed and successful act 

Catechism

Derived from the Greek word meaning ‘to make hear’. It is used to denote Christian documents that catalogue accepted beliefs. These are often presented as questions and answers regarding faith and doctrine.

Catholic

Literally meaning ‘universal’. This term can refer to the whole church in the world (the holy Catholic Church), but also often, especially with a capital ‘C’,  to the Roman Catholic Church alone.

Christology

The part of Christian theology which deals with Christ’s identity (including his human and divine natures) and his work.

Covenant

Agreement between two parties. Jesus at the Last Supper instituted a ‘new covenant’ (relationship between God and humanity) in his body and blood.

Creed

Definition or summary of the Christian faith (e.g. Apostles Creed and Nicene Creed).

Grace

Derived from a Latin term for ‘favour’ or ‘help’, often this is given by a stronger person to a weaker person. In Christian theology God’s grace is shown to humanity and enables them to be saved. Grace is thus God’s favour/benefit/gift to undeserving sinners.

Immanent

Used in reference to God in Christian thought. It denotes God within and close to creation.

Incarnation

God, in the person or incarnation of Jesus, becomes human and enters the world.

Liturgy

The accepted form of words and actions for public worship, especially the Eucharist.

Predestination

This word is used by St Paul to denote those elected to be saved. This was an important concept in Reformation thinking, because it was one way to support doctrines of divine providence and the sovereignty of God against a human being’s free will.

Protestantism

A term used (from 1529) to denote the tradition following those who ‘protested’ against the beliefs and practices of the Roman Catholic Church.

Providence

Literally translated from the Latin as ‘see before’. In Christian thinking it denotes divine direction of the world’s events towards ultimate purposes.

Reformed

A term used to denote the traditions and theology drawing on the work of the reformers, particularly John Calvin (1510–64). A more recent Reformed theologian was Berkhof (20th C).

Theodicy

A term used for the defence of the goodness and omnipotence of God in light of the evil of the world.  E.g. Augustine and Ireneaus explained how/why they thought a loving God allows suffering.

Theology

Literally ‘talk about God’ or ‘study of God’. The study of religious faith, doctrines and related practice.

Transcendent

Used in reference to God in Christian thought. It denotes God as being above creation and independent of it.

Trinity

Christian doctrine of God in which he is described as ‘three persons [Father, Son and Holy Spirit], one God’. One God in three forms (not ‘parts’).

Theologians cited in these support materials

Abelard, Peter (1079–1142)

  French theologian who is famous for his work on atonement.

Ambrose (339–97)

Bishop of Milan and a key player in the conversion of Augustine.

Anselm (1033–1109)

Made Archbishop of Canterbury in 1093, and a major defendant of the intellectual grounding of Christianity. He is associated with the ontological argument for the existence of God based on the meaning of the term ‘God’.

Aquinas, Thomas (1225–74)

Most important theologian in Middle Ages. His two most famous writings are the 

Summa Theologiae and Summa Contra Gentiles.

Augustine (354–430)

Bishop of Hippo, in North Africa. He made enormous contributions to the Christian understanding of the human condition, and the development of the doctrine of the trinity.

Barth, Karl (1886–1968)

Protestant theologian of enormous influence, his most famous work is the multi-volume Church Dogmatics.

Berkhof, Louis, (1874 – 1957)

Reformed US theologian, famous for his Systematic Theology and Summary of Christian Doctrine.

Bultmann, Rudolf (1884–1976)

German Lutheran theologian who used existential ideas in interpreting the meaning of the New Testament.

Calvin, John (1509–64)

Swiss Protestant reformer who wrote Institutes of the Christian Religion.

Clement of Alexandria (150–215)

A theologian from Alexandria. He was particularly interested in the interface between Christianity and Greek philosophical ideas.

Edwards, Jonathan (1703–58)

Reformed American theologian, he defended Christianity and positively reinforced reformed doctrine.

Gregory of Nyssa (330–95)

Greek church father with a specific interest in the interface between Christian thought and Platonic philosophy.

Gregory the Great (540–604)

Elected Pope in 590, he was responsible for developing the political influence of the papacy.

Gutierrez, Gustavo (b. 1928)

Latin American theologian who was a key player in the founding and development of Liberation Theology.

Theologians cited in these support materials

Hampson, Daphne (b. 1944)

  Post-Christian feminist, now working at Oxford University.

Kung, Hans (b. 1928)

Swiss Roman Catholic theologian.

Luther, Martin (1483–1546)

Major figure in the Reformation, he is attributed with the development of the doctrine of justification by faith.

Moltmann, Jurgen (b. 1926)

German Protestant theologian, noted for his work on eschatology (doctrines concerning the Last Judgement or the resurrection of the dead) and the Trinity.

Origen (185–254)

Greek church father renowned for his allegorical ways of interpreting scripture and work on Christology.

Pelagius (about 360–422)

A British monk and thinker who opposed Augustine’s notion of original sin on the basis of his own ideas on grace and sin.

REVISION QUESTIONS

1) Explain what Christians mean by:

a)  Original Sin    b) Salvation   c) Atonement

2) Look at the source passage from Matt.25.

a) Who do you think is referred to as “sheep” and “goats” ?

b) From this source alone – what do you think the basis of God’s judgement will be ?

c) From other sources - what do you think the basis of God’s judgement will be ?

d) How should Christians deal with interpreting different sources which may appear to be saying different things ?

e) What different views are there within Christianity regarding whether salvation is by grace or works ?

3) Look at 1 Cor. 15

a) How does this passage show the importance of the historical reality of Christ’s Resurrection ?

b) How does this passage help Christians to understand what life after death might be like ?

4) “Faith without actions is dead”.
a) Would Christians agree with this ?  Why ?

b) How can a Christian put his/her faith into action in everyday life ?  
c) Give examples of how Christians can tackle social injustice.
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Activity 13.2 





Berkhof “A Summary of Christian Doctrine” Ch. 30


Answer questions 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14


Int 2    Bitesize Theology Ch.20





Activity 13.3 (optional)


Judgement and eternal life in art


Conduct a web image search of artwork on the great judgement. How is Jesus pictured as judge and how are the fates of the righteous and unrighteous presented?
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44 They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’


45 He will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’


46 Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.


Source: Matthew 25: 31–46


Source Passage





Matthew 25


31 When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.


34 Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’


37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you?


39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’


40 The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’


41 Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.
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Christians will also be raised





Sin, suffering, evil and death caused by the Fall will be defeated








Christ’s�resurrection�











ensures that . . .





Christ can help Christians in the present through the Holy Spirit








There will be an eternal life with God through Christ
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Righteous behaviour	Unrighteous behaviour
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Sacrifice restores God’s reputation that was threatened by sin





Payment to the forces of evil





Jesus shows the perfect life





God’s acceptance of Jesus’ death as repayment of humanity





Jesus suffers in place of humanity
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5"And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 6But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 7And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. 8Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.   9"This, then, is how you should pray:  " Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  10your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 11Give us today our daily bread.  12Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  13And lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from the evil one. 14For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 


Source Passage  Matthew 6: 5-15
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14What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 15Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 17In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.               Source                   James 2:14-17





3For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. 6After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 


 12But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. 16For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 17And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.  


 20But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 24Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27For he "has put everything under his feet." Now when it says that "everything" has been put under him, it is clear that this does not include God himself, who put everything under Christ. 


 35But someone may ask, "How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?" 36How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else. 38But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own body. 39All flesh is not the same: Men have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another and fish another. 40There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendour of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendour of the earthly bodies is another. 41The sun has one kind of splendour, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in splendour.   42So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; 43it is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45So it is written: "The first man Adam became a living being"; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit. 


53For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory." � 55"Where, O death, is your victory? �      Where, O death, is your sting?" 56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.





Source Passage                      1 Corinthians 15: 3-7, 12-2, 35-45, 53-57
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25Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"


Source     John 11:25,26     Source Passage
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Reasons why Christians must/should put faith into


action in the world


(refer e.g. to life and teachings of Jesus 


and source passage James 2:14-17 :


14What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 15Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 17In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
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